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Today begins a new liturgical year—Year A—in our i

three-year cycle of scripture readings. Move over Luke;
this year it’s Matthew’s turn to tell us about Christ Jesus.
And this year, like the other two, begins with the four-
week season of Advent, a time of waiting for Christ’s birth
at Christmas while reminding us that Christ is coming
again.

In a perfect world, our new liturgical year would begin
with Christmas, the coming of Christ, the coming of God
into human history. Because, when Christ comes, he will
surely abolish false government, kick the “Romans” out of

power, and restore democracy, won’t he? You know,
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Well, God had something else in mind for his birth
here with us. He came as Jesus of Nazareth for a different purpose. Christ Jesus came to show us how to
fully live and to enable us to follow him on “The Way” to forever-life.

As we say in the Eucharist: Christ has died; Christ has risen; and Christ will come again. We are
living in the between times, the times between “He has risen” and “He will come again.” So, we need
the season of Advent to prepare for his coming. We need the season of Advent to begin our new
liturgical year precisely because we do NOT live in a perfect world (not yet!).

Instead, we live amid darkness. The Kingdom of God has drawn near but is not yet fully here. We
need Advent, a time to fearlessly find and root out whatever darkness we have allowed into our lives on
the way to celebrate Christ’s birth into our world. We need Advent because we can get lost in our
world’s darkness. We need something to light the way. And our liturgy prescribes what we need, the
candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love to light our way through this in-between time of Advent.

Today, on this First Sunday of the in-between season called Advent, we light the candle of Hope.
Today, we bring hope, we invoke hope. If we have hope, we are to share the hope that is in us, the hope
that Christ brought when he came the first time, what the hymn O Holy Night calls, “A thrill of hope.”

You may remember how the hymn sings it:
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“Long lay the world in sin and error pining, till he appear’d and the soul felt its worth. A
thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.”

We live with the recognition that Christ has come and gone, but he left us with “a thrill of hope,”
along with some work for us to do before he comes again. The magnitude of doing Christ’s work in our
world sometimes overwhelms us, but we carry that “thrill of hope,” a hope that’s not ours, a hope we
cannot attain by ourselves, a hope for a future free of darkness.

When not armed with hope, we just see the darkness. But when we look with hope, we see where
Christ is hiding in our world already even while waiting to be born anew in recognizable form. When we
embody hope, we recognize where Christ is anonymously at work making all things new in
confounding ways. The hope that Christ gives us reveals that Christ is always at work in our world, even
when it seems that the darkness is winning.

I realize that Christ’s Spirit is stirring us up when our conversation about what is wrong in our
broken world becomes about making things right. I feel the welcome of God’s kingdom when
neighbors are embraced, when those with memory issues are included, and when prejudices are
dismantled as we listen to and learn from one another.

Here are other examples of God at work in our world: How about a family fresh from the city shelter
now with a home and furniture and food? How about a book publishing contract, a health crisis
successfully cared for, healing from a disease that could have been deadly, and new ideas, new
inspirations, new energy, and shared love?

How about you? Are you full of hope today, hope for our congregation, our community, our
country, and our world? What are you hoping for this Advent? And what are you doing because of your
hope?

If you don’t know what you can do, don’t know where to start, here’s a hint: Look for where hope is
missing and share yours there. Acknowledge the brokenness but look for the love, focus on the love, BE
the love.

We are not alone in sharing our hope. We have each other. We have God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—bolstering our hope, giving us courage, erasing our fear, helping us to see the necessity of the
darkness so that we will rejoice in the Light, which will come again.

“Come, Christ Jesus, Come.” In the meantime, give us Hope!
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