+ 15

9 : n n 5
)69 +0 2;2. ,+22+ [2<9, =(
*
+ # -
A 21,2 8 +02 2+
! ¥ Jim Adams Returns
/0
1! Those of you able to attend Jim Adams’ presentation on “Thed3gige
* Church” last spring will be especially pleased to know thatshesturning to
/ Resurrection. On Tuesday, NovembE&ras 7:30 p.m. he will once again be on
P, hand, this time to acquaint us with his newly-published beakn Literal to
2 Literary — The Essential Reference Book for Biblical Metaphors
*
$ # In the book Jim examines over 150 metaphors with a view toward
3 uncovering the deepest meaning of biblical texts. Here is Wihethas to say
, * about his purpose:
o
14 * The beauty of returning to the original metaphorical language tsthisa
$ approach opens up the wisdom of the ancients to twenty-first century readers
who may not be of a theist or a supernaturalist persuasion. T hirdapdep
+ 5 *G&TTEE who have been educated in the natural sciences can approach thenBible
.. )&6))) Christian tradition without compromising their intellectual integr When
84*'6&)6&7 biblical language is understood primarily as metaphor, the insightee
scriptures are revealed to the skeptic as well as the conventional &htisti
o0 believer and doubter alike.
&+ *
766 & %*66 An important metaphor that | am aware of is the Greek word most frequently
translated as simamartia It is a term borrowed from archery meaningthat “the

arrow fell short of the target.” We normally think of sin as edrnmg bad or
wrong, something we should have been able to avoid. This particulzp moe
reminds us that sin is not so much a moral failing as behaviormtisates the
target, behavior that falls short of our deepest and truest onisntiT his
understanding of sin calls us to the possibility of acting with mitsggn ways
that support our truest identity.

November 8 is sure to be a fascinating evening; please mark your caendar
now and plan to join us. Copies of Jim's new book will be availadri@urchase
at the door.
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All Saints Sunday

On All Saints’ Sunday, November 6, there will be an opportunity
for you to remember those w ho have died . Please fill out this
formand give it to an usher, leave it in the designated box on the
hall table or mail it to parish office.

Please pray for:




CHURCH SCHOOL & Y OUTH NEwWS

-- Children’s Chapel — an age-appropriats
youth-led ‘Service of the Word’ — needs you!!
Each Sunday at the 10am Service, our Kig

process back to our ‘chapel’ to worship in song

and story (and often, in laughter), and willing
and cheerful adult help is needed. Gue
Homilists are very welcome! Call Mary Beth &
the Church Office or at (703) 534-6815.

-- Our Confirmation Prep Group is underway.
your or your Senior-High child is interested in
preparing for Confirmation, please be in touch.

-- Yes, Virginia...There is a Great Pumpkin
That wonderful pagan holiday of Halloween wil
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be celebrated again at Resurrection on Sunday,

October 3@ after the 10am Service. Treat
needed, help with managing activities needed
please call the office.

-- And, our Junior High (Middle School) kids are
invited to Shrine Mont the weekend of
November 11 through 18. This wonderful

gathering brings kids from all over the Dioces

for a God thing, and a very good and fun thing.

Call Mary Beth for details.
Calendar:

Sunday, Oct. 30: All Parish Halloween Part
after the 10am Service

Sunday, Nov.6: All Saint’s/All Soul's Sunday -
all Sunday School Classes in session

Friday, Nov.11-13:
Shrine Mont

Sunday, Nov.13All Sunday School Classes in
session

BAPTISMS: A service of Holy Baptism has been

scheduled for All Saints’ Sunday, November 6th.

If you or a member of your family wish to be
baptized, please contact the rector as soon
possible.

Junior High Weekend af
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NEwW ADULT CLASS: Join the Rector for an

eight-week discussion of Jim Wallis’ bestselling

book, God’'s Politics: Why the Right Gets It
Wrong and the Left Doesn't Get. It The

discussion group will meet Tuesday evenings
7:30-9 pm, October 25 - December 13. (This is

change from previously announced dates.) T

register for the class, sign on the sheet posted
the hallway or call the parish office.

INGATHERING OF PLEDGES: The pledge

ingathering will be on Sunday, October 23

Please read carefully the material sent to you ahd

bring your pledge card to church or mail it to th
parish office.

HALLOWEEN PARTY FOR ALL: Resurrection is

throwing a Halloween Party on Sunday, Octob
30, following the 10 am service. Games an
treats for ALL! You are invited to wear a
costume to church.

‘TESTED’ BENEFITS THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA
AIDS MINISTRY

On Saturday, November #9a fun and fabulous
fashion event, featuring local designerg
including our own Thomas Gold, will benefit
NOVAM, the Northern Virginia Aids Ministry.
Still very much with us, AIDS affects thousand
of area families. NOVAM, founded in 1987 by
Northern Virginia faith communities, provides
care and education programs and services.

Sponsorship and Underwriting for the event a
still needed. Individual tickets ($35/General o
$100/VIP) are available by calling NOVAM at

(703) 533-5505 or online at www.novam.orgd.

Great fun for a very worthy cause -- Join us!

PHOTOS: Check the parish bulletin board fol
pictures of the Pet Blessing!
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THEY TEACH US HOW TO LOVE
A homily preached by the Reverend Dr. Anng
Gavin Ritchie on October"® 2005, the Sunday
of the Feast of St. Francis, based on Galatian
6:14-18 and Matthew 11:25-30.
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Of all the saints, Saint Francis is the most ag
mired and least imitated. That's because whe
Francis put aside the revelries of his youth, he
did it big-time. Francis went from one extreme
to the other. He left a raucous life as the son ¢f
a rich merchant to begin a life of begging for his
food. How many of us are interested in follow-
ing Jesus into that kind of poverty, into single-
minded service of God?

-

But one aspect of Francis’ ministry rings true
for any of us who have ever been blessed with
the company of animals. According to legend
Francis recognized the presence of God in the
birds, in fish, even in a wolf. What did Francis
see in them? Certainly not our conventionaj
view of intelligence.

Intelligence is a wonderful thing. | know I
value being around people who are supremely
intelligent, as | am not. They push me on, the)
challenge me to use what brains | have.

Our animal companions push us in another and
even more important direction. They ask us :
they demandof us — that we learn to use our
hearts. They invite us, sometimes gently an
sometimes boldly, to be wiling to love. They
do this by lovingus. Their love, like God’s,
never ends.

=

Many of you know my dog Tosh, who is a Wes-
tie. Today she’s serving as an usher and mgy
have greeted you as you came into church.
She’s five years old now, but when she was still
a puppy, the wife of an elderly man who was
dying asked us to bring her along for what was
to be our last visit. Annette and Jack had had
Westies in the past, and she thought it would Qe
good for him to see Tosh.
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By then old age and illness had taken theif
toll. The elderly Jack was only partly awake
already beginning his transition into death. But

we put Tosh up on his chest — she was small arjd
hardly weighed anything — and Annette said to he
husband, “Look! It's Gemini!” (That was the

name of one of their Westies.) Hearing that, h¢

opened his eyes, Tosh licked him on the face, and
he smiled, then giggled, then reached up to scrat¢h
her ears. This was to be one of his last conscioiyis
moments, and it was full of love. Love he was abl¢

to give one last time; love he was able to receive.

=

Our animal companions take us out of ourselvep
wherever we are in life. They remind us what i$
most important, most essential, which isn’t what
we’re normally caught up with and concerned
about. Our animal friends don’t care whether we
made the team or got the new job. They don't ng-
tice that our hair is getting grayer.

| think our animal companions sense that they afe
physically dependent upon us. They know the
need us to provide shelter, food and water. (Ang
they remind us every morning as they wake us up,
demanding to be fed.) But our animal companiong
know a deeper secret. They know how dependept
we are uporthem They know that God has given
them a powerfully direct form of love, and they are
not afraid to use it. This is the kind of uncondi-
tional love we humans are always searching for
the kind of love God has for us. Sometimes i
takes a whole lifetime to accept God’s love for us.

[oX

Meanwhile they are here, alongside us, to remin
us that God loves us like they do, just as we ar
That’s all they and we will ever need.

1%

LIVING THE KINGDOM
A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. Annge
Gavin Ritchie on October®™ 2005, the Twenty-
First Sunday after Pentecost, based on Isaiaf
25:1-9, Philippians 4:4-13 and Matthew 25: 1-14.

Today’s Gospel is full of confusingimages —
a king's invitation to a wedding banquet; invited
guests’ refusal to attend; violence; an expanded
invitation to everyone in the street; rejection of ar
unprepared (ungrateful?) guest.




This last is most confusing of all. Our natural
response is to wonder how the poor guest could
have been expected to turn up in a weddin
garment if he had been hauled in from the
street. According to my old New Testament
professor Reginald Fuller, the answer is that
this strange parable actually consists of twg
stories “spliced” together. Matthew took the

O

parable of the great banquet and the parable pf

the unprepared guest and tied them together. |n
spite of the awkwardness of the combination
the two stories have something important tq
say.

A4

Like many of Jesus’ parables, this is a parabl
of God’s kingdom. The main actor in the story
is a king. For us Americans, kings and king-
doms are not images we relate to very well
One of the first changes our American Angli-
can forebears made to Book of Common Prayg
liturgies was to omit all references to the Brit-
ish monarch.

11%
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For us it may be useful to experiment with al-
ternative images for the reign or realm of God
God’s kingdom may be very much like Daniel
Berrigan’s description of the parables of Jesus:
“The parables of Christ, even the innocent, pas
toral, tender, innocuous-seeming ones, conceal
just below the surface a whiplash, a shock,
charge of dynamite. The stories set conven
tional expectations, whether concerning God
religion, politics, vocation, status and class
utterly off kilter.”

boo

| think the kingdom of God is like that. It's
something unknown and unpredictable that
forces us into new and often uncomfortable
ways of thinking and feeling. Because it is SG
uncomfortable and unfamiliar, the natural re
sponse is to hold God’s kingdom off at arm’s
length. We much prefer the status quo.

Just like the people who rejected the king's in
vitation to the wedding banquet, we’d rather go
about business as usual. Even if we’re saying
no to a wonderful opportunity. Even if we're
rejecting an insight that promises to transform
our life. The natural human response is th

117

safe response. We respectfully and sometimg
disrespectfully decline.

A more contemporary reflection of our reluc-
tance to enter God’s kingdom is C. S. Lewis’
wonderful fantasyl' he Great Divorce A group

of people reluctantly board a bus which take$

them from hell to heaven. Once there they
have a chance to stay, but they ultimately dg
cide to return to hell.

As | recall, one of the damned happens to be g
Anglican bishop. He is too full of himself and
his own agenda to seriously consider a new lif¢
in God’s kingdom. His justification for return-
ing to hell is the weekly Bible study he leads.
After all, he insists, he cannot let his peopld
down.

We're too tired. We're too comfortable. We're
too old to change. Somehow | don’t think cen-
tral character summarizes the situation: “Ther

are only two kinds of people in the end, thosg¢

who say to God Thy will be done,” and those
to whom God says, in the endhy will be
done. All who are in hell choose it.”

Herein lies the meaning of the parable of thg
wedding guest without a wedding garment,
God invites everyone into the kingdom, but not
everyone is wiling to enter into new, life-
transforming possibility. Those who opt out dg
so of their own volition.

We have our excuses, just like the bishop in th
C. S. Lewis story. We have responsibilities.
We have to meet others’ expectations.
don’t want to rock the boat. We don’'t have
that much to offer anyway. We're too tired.
We're too comfortable. We're too old to
change. Somehow | don’t think God will be
convinced by any of these “reasons.”

This isn't the only place in Scripture where we
see a stark division drawn between those wh
accept and those who refuse God’s invitation t
new life. Think of the magnificent beginning
of the Gospel of John: (Christ) “came to what
was his own, and his own people did not accep

We
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him. But to all who received him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave power to becom
children of God...”

U

What does it mean to enter God’s kingdom, {o
become a child of God? Our readings today dre

full of descriptive metaphors for new life: deat
will be “swallowed up”; the Lord will “wipe

away the tears from all faces.” We will “lie
down in green pastures.” St. Paul has his ov
way of describing kingdom-life: “In any and all

circumstances | have learned the secret of bejn

well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty

and of being in need. | can do all things through

him who strengthens me.”

What does this mean in real life? Kingdom
living means admitting to yourself that you ar
dissatisfied with what you've merely “settleq
for.” It also means being willing to do some
thing about it. It means letting other people i

on the reality of who you are and what you think

and feel. Kingdom-living means moving be
yond self-concern to reach out in love and cot
cern for others.

Here's a great example: unlike the notoriou
“runaway bride,” another young woman decide
to call off her wedding, but this bride didn’t run

Here’s the secret: when we step out to do the right
but risky thing, when we meet life on God’s term
and not our own, amazing things are possible. We
see ourselves as no longer bound by what other pleo-
ple expect of us. We experience a freedom apd
depth of soul we didn’t know were possible. Wg
experience other people not as rivals for God’s gt-
tention but as our sisters and brothers. We undr-
stand love as not a commodity to be hoarded but| as

N
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away. Since it was only twelve days before th
event and her parents knew they’d be stuck w
the bill, they decided to have a party anyw
and invite the homeless. So about fifty famil
members and close friends were joined by fo

homeless people, workers and volunteers from
the Interfaith Family Shelter in Everett, Wash-

ington. Volunteers organized rides from th
shelter to the country club where the party w
being held.

The shelter manager talked about the impact

their unusual decision to go ahead with the
party: “They had a DJ and really good musig.

It was a warm, friendly atmosphere. The foo
was delicious. It was a nice break with peop

not worrying about anything for one night. Tot

ward the end of the evening, they packed up
the leftover food and we got to bring it back tq
the shelter.”

OIS
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a force for good that expands the moment we givq it

away.

And we discover that our final destiny is not thi
earth but a more complete life beyond this life. Th

I~
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insight gives us the same perspective as Paul, who

understood that living is more than success or fajl-

ure, having or not having.

Once we understand and trust this the banquet

gins. We suddenly realize that we have already ¢n-

tered the kingdom of God.

i
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Theses sermons and others are available for read-

ing ordownload from the church website. Please
visit www.welcometoresurrection.org and choose
Sermons from the main menu.
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