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MESSAGEFROM THE RECTOR
A New Presiding Bishop!

Thirty years after the Episcopal Church admitted women to the priesthood, &
woman has been elected as our new Presiding Bishop. The Presiding Bishop is
elected every nine years to serve as chief pastor and Primate, with itabfyoft
leadership in implementing church policy, programs and strategy authoyizbd b
General Convention.

The Right Reverend Katharine Jefferts Shori, Bishop of the Diocese of
Nevada, was elected Juné"kh the fifth ballot cast by the House of Bishops. She
led the slate throughout the balloting and won election by thirteen votes. Her
election was later ratified by the House of Deputies, (a body composed of both
clergy and lay people from Episcopal dioceses around the country).

Bishop Jefferts Schori has an interesting background. Fifty-two years of
age, she trained and worked as an oceanographer, obtaining her Ph.D. in that field
in 1983. She is also an airplane pilot — as is her daughter, 24, now serving in the
U.S. Air Force. Her husband, Richard Miles Schori, is a retired theoretical
mathematician.

Bishop Jefferts Schori received her Master in Divinity from the Church
Divinity School of the Pacific in 1994. She was elected and consecrated Bishop of
Nevada in 2001; a spirit of reconciliation has been a chief motivation and theme in
her episcopate. As Presiding Bishop she will need to draw upon that spirit even
more.

A deputy from the Diocese of Maryland refused to support ratification of
her election by the House of Deputies, remarking “I am shocked, dismayed and
saddened by the choice of the House of Bishops.” Later Sunday night, leaders of
the Diocese of Fort Worth met to protest her election and send a formal reguest t
the Archbishop of Canterbury for alternative “primatial” oversight. It is dadibtf
that the Archbishop will accede to their request.

These first signs of protest and disagreement seem not to have fazed the
Presiding Bishop-elect. Interviewed Monday on CNN, Bishop Jerfferts Schsri w
asked whether it was a sin to be homosexual. She answered, “I don’t believe so. |
believe that God creates us with different gifts. Each one of us comes into this
world with a different collection of things that challenge us and things that give us
joy and allow us to bless the world around us. Some people come into this world
with affections ordered toward other people of the same gender and some people
come into this world with affections directed at the people of the other gender.”

Please pray for Katharine, our Presiding Bishop-elect and for the whole
Episcopal Church, that the spirit of reconciliation and mutual resp eqh nehil
among us.



Summertime is Camping Time !!

Now that school is out, it's time to think about camping fun for
children and youth. This year we will again sponsor Carpenter's
Shelter youth who want to go to Camp Bob at Kanuga, our Episcoj
Camp in North Carolina. Camp Bob is especially designed for inne
city youth to encourage them to reach their true potential and to
inspire in each camper the values of faith, hope, and love.

We sponsor the youth chosen by Carpenter's Shelter with scholarg
and camping supplies. So, if you have gently wkdfle bags or
beach towelsplease set them aside and bring them to church for th
campers. You may also help with donations to the church, markeg
Camping which will provide scholarships. Each week costs $300
about $65 per day or less than $3.00 per hour ...
amount will go a long way to help special youth have a special
summer.
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WELCOME BOB BECKER!

We welcome with joy the Reverend Robert A. Becker as our ne

Assistant to the Rector. Bob was ordained to the diaconate on J{jine

24 and begins work parttime at Resurrection, beginning July 2. |

will preach on July 9.
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FaisinNews;

Prayers, Please! - Four Resurrection Missionaries will be travétidgpalachia July 9th through
July 16th, to work with and be in relationship with families living in rural poveRiease keep in
your prayers:Pria Chang, Shanti Chang, Florette KingandMary Beth Emerson. We'll be back to
share our stories soon!

?ophifSRose DePasquale, baby daughter of Jason and Laura De Pasquale, was bRetnegetion
une 18.

Elsie Hardesty has moved into Goodwin House and has already asked to have her meméarmsship
ferred to Resurrection. She is from Baton Rouge.

Correction in Kathie Madden's new e-mail: kathleenemadden@verizon.com

Shanti Chang has graduated from high school and is going to James M adison ty mivénsifall.

From Mary Beth Emerson—

Dear Resurrection People: It's two days later, and | am still overwhelrtfednatitude and other
conflicting emotions. Thank You so much for a fabulous send-off! Your gifts, your songs,rﬁsur %lf
ence...well, Thank You. And -- 'though | won't be physically with you each Sunday, a big chunk
my heart remains at Resurrection -- and | hope to visit soon. |promise to keeg ioolds May
God's Peace, Grace and Abundant Love continue to be alive in each and all of you -- Mary Bet

In last month’sSpirethe sermon, OPENING OUR MINDS TO UNDERSTANDING,
was given by Pat Bleicher, not Lynn Holland. Apologies to Pat.

Stewardship Corner

Stewardship is all that | do with all that | have after | say, “I believe.”

The Stewardship Committee wants to let you know the results of our recentriirGafis Pledge Campaign:
“God is calling me to be a giver; | respond by offering my service in mynist¥e received 35 pledge cards
from a total of 42 parishioners. Here is a breakdown by category of the new or continued plestgvice
offered by these persons.

1.

As Stewards of God’s Creation, a large majority of the persons resp pietiggd to continue to do at
least one of the five items listed: recycle, help at Church workdays, upepessconserve water and
electricity, and/or clean up in your neighborhood. In addition several of these folkggtedbegin at
least one new way of serving as stewards of creation.

As Stewards in the Church (Stewards in Worship):
The Stewardship Committee will provide the lists of the names of the peeglgng in each ministry
to the coordinator for each worship ministry.

Nearly every person who submitted a card pledged to continue to be a Stewafechimithéwhether
the family be their immediate or extended family, their community fantilgir parish family)
especially in the areas of spending time together, forgiving each ath&eating each other with
respect and honesty. In addition, caring for each other in the parish attending or sgmuonpiarish
weekend at Shrine Mont; by visiting, taking Communion or taking the Altar flowditsetsick and
shut-ins; making casseroles; or driving the shuttle.

As a Steward of your spirit.



STEWARDSHIP: The Stewardship Committee a
Vestry invite you to join your fellow parishioners i
the Parish Hall following the 10:00 AM service on
Sunday, July 9, to celebrate the success of our B
ing the Gap Campaign in 2005. We'll have good f
and a few surprises for everyone. See you there!

COMEAS YOU ARE!: Sundays, from 5-6 pm in
the Parish Hall. Our new service includes prayer
Bible discussion and music followed by refresh-
ments ... Come and see!

CAST & CREW OF JONAH, PERFORMED AT
SHRINE MONT
JONAH
June 3, 2006
II & Written & Directed by
Robert A. Barnett

Cast
Jonah ..................Donna Adams
Ship Captain ......... Orian Falkenborg
Sailors ............... Gay Colyer, Ruthmarie Finle
Bob Barnett
Icthys ...................Lou Zarfas
Bailiff .................. Ruthmarie Finley
King of Nineveh ..... Bob Barnett
Ninevites ...............Dan Swearingen,
Orian Falkenborg
Citizen ................ Gay Colyer
Punchup ............... Jesse Groth
Kickim ............... Melissa Barnett
Police Officer ......... David Ewing
Tree oooviiiiiinnns Jesse Groth
Caterpillar ............ Gay Colyer
Crew
Costumes ............... Thomas Gold
Music .................. Dan Swearingen
Props ..................Ken Gay, Kate Donnell,
Ainsley Starr
Scenery ............... Thomas Gold, Nancy Willis
Stage Manager ......... Ainsley Starr
Stage Crew ............. Tom Barnett

Thanks to all who participated in the production g
JONAHat Shrine Mont.—Bob Barnett

P.S. Would you like to see YOUR NAME on nex
year's program?
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IBRING-A FRIEND: Bring-A-Friend Sunday is
July 9. Askyour friends to join us at church.

IfEAR THE SERMONS: The ser-
Pthons are beginning to be put onthe
website so that we can all hear as well
as read them! So far, this is not avail-
able to those with dial-up connections.
Sorry. Check it out.

SHRINE MONT PICTURES: To share the memc
ries we all experienced at Shrine Mont, | would liK
to put together a CD for each family that attended
retreat. However | need your help. If you took digi
pictures of the event, please save them on a CD
drop them off after church by the July 4th weeke
If you need a CD I've left a few at the office. | hop
to have a completed CD for each family by early
gust, consider this a thank you gift from Scott ang

Thank you! - Kristi Kubista-Hovis

A/l \
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CAMERAS: If you still have a camera
from Shrine Mont, please turn it into th
office. Thank you.
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Whatever is foreseen in joy

Must be lived out from day to day.

Vision held open in the dark

By our ten thousand days of work.
Harvest will fill the barn; for that

The hand must ache, the face must sweat.

And yet no leaf or grain is filled

By work of ours; the field is tilled

And left to grace. That we may reap,
Great work is done while we're asleep.
When we work well, a Sabbath mood
Rests on our day, and finds it good.
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NOTES FROM THE VESTRY #@ ?
Follow-Up on Parish Hall discussion of Five-Year Goals A3 ?
Thanks to all of you that attended the June 11 discussion in the Parish Hal ‘%/0 @# | o#a
on establishing and reaching our Five-Year Goals. The exchange of ide@s @
was helpful and the ensuing discussion provided excellent input. For thgse A ?
of you who were not there, the 83 ideas and suggestions provided by thg & @
congregation in February were categorized into eleven groups; Adult 6 &
Education, Congregational Growth, Diversity, Facility Improvements, $
Music Program, New Members and Visitors Program, Outreach, Parish A
Life and Fellowship, Public Relations, Stewardship, and Youth Emphasi§. ,
All eleven groups are important to the life and ministry of the Church of ( <
the Resurrection. Initial emphasis by the Vestry will be on Adult 6 !
Education, Diversity, Outreach, and Stewardship. Anyone interested in
being part of one or more of these groups please contact Anne Ritchie fg
Adult Education, Jay Madden for Diversity, Laila Ali for Outreach, or 11-) #
Beth Wiggers for Stewardship. 11- F07201.

. , 2G@ /& H  F0.?-"-
Finance Woes Continue & 2 G@ /& H  F:.71-
The Church’s financial health remains a major concern of the Vestry. 3 %% GF 1?*..H
Income continues to lag expenses. The May Financial Report shows a ’G <9$ .

- o . . @ /&$H FO0.?-"-
deficit of $10,447. Known June expenses will increase this deficit without | <93 2c@ /&8H  F00? 11
a corresponding increase in giving during June. Giving is traditionally , <9% 2
below average during the summer months so please bring your pledge G@ /&$H GF ?*H
to date. Accomplishing Resurrection’s mission will be seriously hamper%)  J % %
without adequate resources. We each need to focus our attention on th
third element of stewardship, financial pledges. Giving. Please give this 33 $
your prayerful consideration. % 11-4
&
Jay Madden :
Senior Warden @ G
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August Spire deadline is Monday, July 24.




BURNING BUSH MOMENTS
A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. An
Gavin Ritchie on June 12006, Trinity Sunday
based on Exodus 3:1-6 and St. John 3:1-16

Have you ever wondered why you are here? V

get up early on a Sunday morning, rush throug

the morning paper, get dressed and come here

church? What are you expecting to find?

I hope you will have been warmly welcomed —
although just this week | heard

someone tell me about walking into this church
having passed by some people who didn’t thin
say hello. I'm suré have unintentionally looked
past people, intent as | can be on getting ready
the service. Even so, that’s no excuse.

We come here looking for community. We want

to get to know people who can become an
extended family while walking alongside us on
spiritual journey. But | believe there’s somethir
we long for even more, at a deeper level. We
come here looking for God. The question is: d
we really want tdind God? What happens if
God findsus?

On this Trinity Sunday -- the only major feast tl
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doesn’t commemorate an event but holds up 4
ology — today we hear about two encounters

the holy. Inthe first reading, Moses has already

escaped from Egypt and has started a whole ngw

life with a new family. He is contentedly keeping
his father-in-law’s sheep when suddenly the hqgly

intrudes. Here is a sign of something importa
bush that burns but is not consumed. Drawn b
this amazing sign of God’s presence, Moses s{
up the mountain. God’s voice literally stops

Moases in his tracks. He is told to take off his s
dals because this is holy ground. This is new t
ritory. Moses needs to pay attention. God is
about to commission Moses to go back to the
place he never wants to see again, back to Egy
to lead the people of Israel out from slavery.
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The reading cuts off before we hear Moses trying

to get out of it: “But suppose they do not belie
me or listen to me...” “O my Lord, | have neve
been eloquent...but | am slow of speech and s
of tongue.” Moses’ excuses do not persuade (
The Lord assures Moses that he will have all th
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not, Moses’ life has just been turned upside down.

Nicodemus is different. Nicodemus is consciously

be more to it than keeping 613 rules.

He has heard Jesus before, this young prophet fro
nowhere. Something about what Jesus says or the
he says it intrigues Nicodemus. He wants to know
more but knows he has a lot to lose. So Nicodemu

Dhas put this detail in the story for good reason. It's
John’s way of saying that Nicodemus is theological
in the dark.” He senses something more but he
doesn’t know what to do about it.

His visit with Jesus doesn't go particularly well. Th
metap hor but Nicodemus hears it literally. Nicode-

really interested in a new way of believing or living.

time into the mother's womb and be born?”

Jesus’ frustration shows as he responds, “Are you
eacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand th
things?” In spite of his frustration, Jesus goes on t
to communicate the choice Nicodemus is facing. H
can either continue on in thso forma checklist kind
of religion or he can go deeper. If he is willing, Nicq
demus can move into the unknown, deep realm of {
ASpirit, which blows and empowers as it wills, beyor
human control or comprehension. We are not told,
¥'d guess Nicodemus went home bewildered that n
shaking his head.

Maybe that’s how most men feel in their encounter
with God and in their experience of church. Yester
day'’s religion section of he Washington Postatured
anew book someone actually lent me, though I hay
read it yet. It’s entitleVhy Men Hate Going to

Churchby David Murrow. The idea is that we have
unintentionally feminized the church experience, wi
flowers on the altar and quilts hanging on the walls
further barrier, according to Murrow, is the goal and
promise of Christian faith, which is to have “a persq
Orelationship with a man who loves you uncondition-
ally.” Again, accordingto Murrow, most men say

searching for something more. Even though he is @
figure of significant religious authority, something is
ymissing in his life of faith. He senses that there mu

comes to Jesus under cover of darkness. The auth

two talk past each other. Jesus speaks in simile and
mus’ obtuseness shows that, at least for now, he ig

He asks, apparently seriously, “How can anyone bg
born after having grown old? Can one enter a seca

help he needs. Now is the time for action. Like it o|r
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“Ugh” and vote with their feet.

That may or may not be true, but I think there’s
another issue at work here, and it's the same i4
Moses and Nicodemus faced. When | am in ar
encounter with the holy, | am out of control. 1 g
out of control and | know it. | stand on unfamil
iar, holy ground. That’s an uncomfortable feeli
when our world is increasingly designed for auf
matic answers, instant gratification, 24/7. The

ing God can’t be kept in a box, safely rationed

or bargained with. The living God calls us to a
count. Facing into the holy, facinginto our ac-
countability, is a fearsome thing. This kind of r
ligion is not for sissies.

As it turned out, God kept God’s promises to
Moses. Moses was equipped for a seemingly
possible task. God gave Moses courage first t

confront Pharoah and later in the wilderness, hlis

own backsliding people. In spite of himself, Nig
demus found enough insight that he did could |
forget or abandon Jesus. After the crucifixion,

along with Joseph of Arimethea, Nicodemus to
the body of Jesus and placed it in a new tomb.

is likely that Nicodemus was with the other dis¢

ples during at least one resurrection appearand
Like M oses before him, Nicodemus was learnir
to trust the inconvenient Spirit of God. Nicode
mus could trust the Holy Spirit, without seeing
understanding it, because he cofeldlthe Spirit
moving in his life, taking him in new and dange
ous directions.

It may be that the concept of the Trinity exisits
remind us that God is not easily explained. Ne
Age brands of spirituality — maybe the idea of

“spirituality” itself — attempt to domesticate the
holy. Why go to church when you can create y
own personal shrine with candles, incense and
crystals? That way you can approach God ang

leave God when you feel like it, returning at yo
own convenience.

What the new “spirituality” movement does not
take into account is the mysterious, pervasive,
predictable nature that is the reality of God. G
can’t be satisfactorily explained away. God ca
not be contained by the limits of our thought or
imagination. Nor does God conveniently share
our prejudices and opinions. God is wild, unta
able, waiting for us in unexpected places and
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situations.

You go along, minding your own business and sug
pdenly, a burning bush. Your best friend is moving
away. Your job has been abolished. You fall in lo
You are expecting the birth of a child. Burning bus
moments tell us that from now on our lives will ne
be the same. Burning bush moments tell us some
thing more...

Isaac and Jacob @ir God, too. Not some remote
deity in the sky, impossible to touch or talk to. Ou
God touchesis. Our God is intimately and power-

God is not content with business as usual. Our G
calls us to new insight, new birth and profound en-
gagement with the evils of this world.

So why are we here this morning? We are here tg
meet this unpredictable and unexplainable God.
are here to be challenged and loved by God. We

we walk out into the world, God will be right alongH
side.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS LIKE...
A sermon preached by Mary Beth Emerson on
June 18, 2006

We hear that pretty frequently from Jesus, and it’s
usually attached to something that seems fairly
familiar, even mundane — but it's something that’s
presented in a whole new way. In other words, Th
Kingdom of God is like ... a genuine surprise.

Take these mustard seeds here, similar to the one
Jesus talks about — except these are store-bough
kinda processed. After I'm done talking, | hope
you'll take a look at them, and for those of you bra
enough — | hope you'll taste one of them. They ar
guite small, and they’re bitter. They’ve got quite a
bite to them. | wonder what inventive cook decide
to wander into the mustard fields to harvest what
probably considered a nuisance weed. These her
I've used to spice up potato salad, and I've pickled
few things with them -- and I've used them frequer
in talking to kids about God and God’s kingdom.
Small, mundane, even bitter...could this be at the
heart of God’s Kingdom? Could this be what God
in mind for us?
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fully involved with us in the living of each day. Ouf

here to learn that we can’t leave God behind. Wheg
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They tell us that the living God, the God of Abraham,
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On a trip to California’s wine country, | rememk
coming around a bend in a winding road — and
breath was taken away by the sight of a beaut
field of gold. It was glorious — it lit up the whole
hillside, and I'd never seen anything like it. Th
vintner we were traveling with heard me ask
“what is that — it's so beautiful — and he grimac
and said, “ it’'s mustard, and it’s the bane of myj
existence. We keep tryingto beat it back, but it
gets into the vineyards and just won't stop grow
ing. It's areal pain.” Could this too, be like
God’s Kingdom: areal pain?

fe
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Bitterness and pain are as much a part of our |
together — | guess — as are peace and healing
joy. Some of you know that I'm in the process
moving toward ordained ministry as a vocation
deacon in our church. Episcopal deacons are
dained to serve both in and outside of churches
but mostly to act as agents for community serv
basically putting tools into people’s hands.

My desire to become a deacon was awakened
years ago in mission work, but became rather
acute after September®,22001. In the weeks
following that bitter and painful time, | began to
realize that I'm a good Lieutenant — | drove the
supply van to the Pentagon — | pushed the sho
and weary clergy to open up the church 24/7 —
the youth group kids and | gathered again and
again to serve and to pray.

cke
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Bitter and painful — yes — but for me — it grew

some gold. Our Church’s General Convention
continues to meet as we gather here — and | wpn-
der in this time of contention -- as we wrestle with
issues of sexuality, and issues of power — | wonde
if this isn’t yet another glimpse of the Kingdom.
Never meant to be easy — bitter and painful — b
ultimately golden.

ut

Just this week a resolution was passed apolog|zin
for the Episcopal church’s part in slavery — ang
attached to that resolution was a another resol
tion that we look into making reparations. It hgs
taken decades upon decades to look deeply info
this most bitter portion of human history and ouyir
church’s complicity in it — but now, after all thig
time -- glimpses of gold
appear.

J_

You know, Jesus uses so many seed and sow

and harvest parables that | wonder if God’s kingdd
is really just about growing things — that God loves
see things — to see us...GROW.

—+

When | first came to Resurrection | was fairly inter
on growing programs — on sharing with you all th
knew. Well — after a while — and after a few failurgs
and frustrations —this small seed was planted before
me; God said “Just love the kids.” When attendance
at Sunday School sucks: just love the kids. Whe
communication fails: just love THE PARENTS...

and the kids. When everything you've planned isrn'’t
going the way you expected: JUST LOVE THE
KIDS. SO -- In my time here at Resurrection — YQU
have helped me grow so much. | will say that | know
that I've grown more color-blind -- and more pa-
tient—and more flexible. | have laughed a lot an
learned so much — and | have fallen deeply in lov
with some of the most wonderful young people Gqad
has ever gifted this world with. | am so grateful — ut
now it’s time for ME to move on and grow some
more.

So — this is my prayer for each and for all of you —
daughters and sons — brothers and sisters:

» That you come to know that you are both seed al
soil

¢ That you welcome Gods’ watering love and gracs
le That you recognize that God plants you next to ¢
other for a reason
» That you weather the seasons and the storms tof
gether

» And that you turn your faces to the sun
* And BLOOM!
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Amen.
f L]
"
These sermons and others are available for
reading or download from the church website.
Please visit ww. welcometoresurrection.org
and choose Sermons from the main menu.
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Church of the Resurrection
2280 North Beauregard Street
Alexandria, VA 22311-2299

SERVER SCHEDULE

JULY 2

Chalice Bearers
Karl Boughan
Beth Wiggers

Readers

Ray Bessette (8)
Karl Boughan

Martha Naismith

Lea Fowlie
Altar Guild
Mary Boughan
Lyn Hainge
Ushers
Carl Hull
Milford John-Williams
Letitia John-Williams
Lynette Miserez
Tellers
Dennis Jones
Susie Jones
Stella Byers
Building Supervisor
David Ewing
Grounds Supervisor
Jere Cummins
Shuttle Driver
Ray Bessette

JULY 9

Chalice Bearers
Ray Bessette
Laila Ali
Readers
Beth Wiggers (8)
Ansley Starr
Holly Stevens
Ray Bessette
Altar Guild
Judy Issacs
Lori Thurgood
Ushers
James King
Eric Chang
Bob Naismith
Jere Cummins
Tellers
Richard Green
Bob Barnett
Betsy Raymond
Building Supervisor
Ray Bessette
Grounds Supervisor
Tom Etter
Shuttle Driver
Kevin Broderick

JULY 16

Chalice Bearers
Lyn Hainge
Carol Cummins
Readers
Bob Barnett (8)
Orian Falkenborg
Lou Zarfas
Letitia John-Williams

Altar Guild
Lou Aiello
Pe Green
Ushers
Bob Nd&=
Edna Nd&
Lissa Reeves
Frank Harding
Tellers
Elizabeth White
Tom Etter
Barbara Dean
Building Supervisor
Kevin Mullen
Grounds Supervisor
Dan Swearingen
Shuttle Driver
Jay Madden

JULY 23

Chalice Bearers
Bob NcE
Beth Wiggers
Readers
Merry Ann Wright (8)
Kathleen O’'Malley
Bob NcE
Beth Wiggers
Altar Guild
Lori Thurgood
Orian Falkenborg
Lou Aiello
Ushers
Frances Williamson
Tom Etter
Margaret Riccardelli
Jere Cummins
Tellers
Barbara Langford
Gay Colyer
Janet Sprickman
Building Supervisor
Kevin Broderick
Grounds Supervisor
Dennis Huskin
Shuttle Driver
Bob Barnett

JULY 30

Chalice Bearers
Kate Donnell
Bob Barnett

Readers

Larry Wright (8)
H.T. Huang
Kate Donnell
Francis King
Altar Guild
Mary Johnson

Marian Stevens
Ushers
Carl Hull
Milford John-Williams
Letitia John-Williams
Lynette Miserez
Tellers
Carl Hull
Cathy Williams
Nan Pendergrass
Building Supervisor
Jay Madden
Grounds Supervisor
Milford John-Williams
Shuttle Driver
Ken Gay




