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Are We An Outreach Parish? 

 
 Several weeks ago I preached a sermon 
in which I wondered aloud just why Resurrection 
is here.  What is it that makes us essential to 
ourselves and our local communities?  We say 

we are a welcoming and inclusive faith community, and that we are.  More 
times that not, we take good care of one another. But what do we do for our 
neighboring communities?  What do we do for the world?  Is it enough?  In the 
sermon I proposed that we as a whole congregation affirm intentionally and 
enthusiastically that the Church of the Resurrection is an Outreach Parish.  It is 
my strong sense that this commitment will bring a new sense of energy and 
purpose flowing through us and everything we do. 
 The book I chose to read and study during my “mini-sabbatical” of two 
weeks was Brian McLaren’s A Generous Orthodoxy: Why I am a Missional, 
Evangelical, Post/Protestant, Liberal/Conservative, Mystical/Poetic, Biblical, 
Charismatic/Contemplative, Fundamentalist/Calvinist, Anabaptist/Anglican, 
Methodist, Catholic, Green, Incarnational, Depressed-yet-Hopeful, Emergent, 
Unfinished Christian.  (See me reading it in the photo on the left!)  McLaren’s 
premise is that, over the course of its 200-year-history, various forms of 
Christianity has unintentionally distorted Jesus’ message of radical love with 
unessential “distinctives” – doctrines and demands that have more to do with 
an all-too-human desire to coerce and control. 
 McLaren, like so many others before him – I can’t help but think of our 
wonderful Verna Dozier – calls us back to what is most essential.  Here’s an 
excerpt that conveys his basic theme: 
“The Christian religion is neither the ultimate goal of Jesus nor the ultimate 
goal of God, in my view.  Rather, the goal of Jesus is the kingdom of God, 
which is the dream of God, the wish and hope and desire of God for his 
creation – like a parent’s hope and dreams for his beloved child.” 
 Christians exist to be the embodiment of Christ; we are blessed to be a 
blessing in the real world – the world of disappointments, threats, violence, 
poverty, anger, misunderstanding, war.  Yeast in the dough; light in the 
darkness. Love that expresses itself through loving action. 
 Which brings us back to Outreach.  Last night our Vestry approved the 
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Please keep in your prayers: 

 
Christopher Carpenter 

Sunny Carroll 
Wanda Chaney 

Graham Coleman 
Ernie Deamampo 
Dana B. Dillon 

Orian Falkenborg 
Elika Hemphill 

Jennifer Holbrook 
Carol Holmes 
Isabell Lacayo 
Stella Rahm 
Joe Schaffner 
Julie Suplee 

Debbie Tincher 
Dorrice Wallis 
Nancy Willis 
Lou Zarfas 

Please Note:  Names on the 
Prayer List are shown for one 
month, then removed, unless 
you let us know they should 
be retained for longer.  

 
 

 Pray for those currently 
serving in the armed 

services:  
Gavin Amy 

Cody Bergen 
Brian Kitching 
Julian Kitching 
Mark Latham 
Max Wilson 

 

We extend our sympathy to 
the family and friends of 
those who have died. 

Anne Genders 
Patricia Bourgois 

Rest eternal grant to them, 
Lord, and let light perpetual 
shine upon them. 
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REBUILD HURRICANE-HIT HOMES! 

 
Join Rebuilding Together Alexandria in New Iberia, 
LA, October 14-20.  All meals and accommodations 
will be paid for by a generous donation from 

Countrywide Financial.  Volunteers are only responsible for their 
transportation.  The more volunteers, the more homes we can repair, 
and the more families that can move back home.  For more information 
contact Katharine Medina 703-836-1021, 
www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org. 
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What Your Will Reveals about You  
 

Your will says something about you. First, it says that you care 
about your loved ones. You want to make it easier for them by taking 
care of legal matters relating to the transfer of your estate. You want 
your affairs handled smoothly and without undue inconvenience to 
those who will be experiencing grief. 

Secondly, having a will means that you have sought to con-
serve your estate. You can reduce taxes and probate costs by designat-
ing what things will go where and who will be responsible for han-
dling the details. The cost savings resulting from a carefully con-
structed estate plan means that more of your estate can go to family 
members and other beneficiaries. 

Thirdly, your will provides insight into your lifetime involve-
ments and concerns. Bequests to family members tell of your love and 
concern for their welfare.  Bequests to organizations speak volumes 
about your values. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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A slow summer is evident after reviewing our June Financial Report. As 
you note in this issue of the Spire, the Church expenses exceed the in-
come by $14,928. The Vestry asks all of you to bring your pledges and 
contributions up-to-date. We focus your attention on this deficit as we are 
in the vacation months when attendance and contributions generally are 
below average. Please help get our balance sheet back in the black. Then 
we can work on keeping it there. Your help will be appreciated. 
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September Spire deadline is 
     Friday, August 17, 2007 



������� ���������	
��
��	�
��	���	��

	
������
������������ ������
	��	�
��	���	��

	
������
��

�
���������	
����

�
�������	
������
���������������������������
��������� �����������

������� �����!"��#���$
�
������%%��������������������������������

�
������� ����� �����"&���
�$�������'���
����
������

�(�&�
�
�		�$��� ��)�	��
��*�
+�����
!�����(,������������,�� '�
��'���-������./.+����
�(�������%���0
���
���(�
��'�����������(�+����������%���,�
�+������
� �����
����%�
���!�

� ����������%���������
��%�(���
��,��������������
��� ������,�1����������������2+�������
+�
'���
�
�������
��'
!��3�����
��������'��(�����+��(� �����������%������4������������������������+�
������,������������
�������+����������������������� ����������'���
��������������!����������������
��������+�,�����(������������+��4����%�
��
�5�����,���� ������'���
�!��3�����
�����������������
'��(����,������������
��'!�����,�%���
����'��4������ 
'������������(��������
�''����������
������
��������(�
�+��������
����������,����������'���
��� �((����,!�

� )���
�
�1���'��
�,���
+�%��(�����6����2����������� ������
��4��'���
��
��,�������������
����
����(���
+���������+�'��4������'�
����������+� ����'������'�����������������
��
��%�����
-�����!��1���(,�78�,���
��%�'���
�������$4��
������� �����������'���
�
�(�4��%������������������
�������������������
������9:�-�
������
!2��;�������� ��
+�'���
�
�
��4��������������������,��%�
��������
��'!�

� 6�4������
�������
��%�(���
��,�������������
����%% ����������
������������'���
�!������
 �������
���������%�'�
�����%���,�������������<���� ��������,��������
��%%��������������������
�
��������,�1��������(����,�������
��'$
2!�������
��%�� 

�
����������,�4��,!�����-�����+"������(����
��������
���4��,��%���+��
����,���
������
������������
 ������������
��4�����������-�����<�
��

�
������������ �����"��
���
������<���

������� �����"��('���
���
��
�����'���
�����������
�
�%���������,������
�����������������+��������
������� '�������������� �����!�

� ���
������������4��,����%�
���+���������������
!���� �������=����
������)���
�"��$��������
�����������������%�
����
������
��������������

������ ����,>  

1��	�����������(�0������'���������	���

recommendation of our Outreach Committee that we as a whole parish affirm Outreach as our organizing 
identity.  This does not mean that we cease to worship, or offer programs of Christian Formation, or that we 
disband the Parish Caregivers.  What it would mean is that every member of this parish family would likewise 
embrace caring for our neighbor as what sets Resurrection apart, everyone finding some way to participate.  
This could take the form of collecting food or furniture.  It could also take the form of making telephone calls 
for volunteers or simply holding our neighborhoods and those who do not come to Resurrection in our 
thoughts and prayers. 
 I look forward to an all-parish meeting some time in early fall to discuss and develop these thoughts 
further.  Meanwhile, enjoy this time of rest and relaxation, and thank you for my “mini-sabbatical” time. 

(Continued from Page 1) 



 

Church of the Resurrection 
Betsy Faga, 

Register 
Frances Williamson, 

Treasurer 

Vestry 2007 
Jay Madden, 

Senior Warden 
Kate Donnell, 

Associate Senior Warden 
Milford John-Williams, Sr. 

Junior Warden 
Judy Isaacs, 

Associate Junior Warden  
Laila Ali 

Barbara Bishop 
Karl Boughan 

Larry Dye 
Judy Isaacs 

Kathy Parnell 
Margaret Ricardelli 

Letieri Schnor 
Susan Weber 

 
2007 Vital Statistics 

  
2007 Budget $304,210 

Income 
 Budget:  (Jan-June) $152,104 
 Actual:   (Jan-June) $126,742 
 Difference/Short: ($25,362)       

Expenses 
 Expenses: (Jan-June) $141,670 
 Collections under Expenses: 
 (Jan-June) ($14,928)  

 
“Thank you” to each of you for 
your generosity and continual 
support in helping to meet our 
budget for 2007. 

 
Attendance 

June 24 125 
July 1 82  
July 8 108 
July 15 81
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August Birthdays  

 

If we have not listed your  birth-
day, please contact the parish  
office, and we will add it to our 
records.  

 

08/01 Ricario, Esperanza 
08/02 John-Williams, Moira 
08/02 Nabatanzi, Joyce 
08/04 Etter, Susan 
08/04 King, Fionette 
08/05 DeMeester, Richard 
08/06 Asuncion, Diane 
08/08 Gray, Carlin 
08/10 Wallace, Doris 
08/11 Wilkes, Sophia 
08/16 Donnell, Kate 
08/16 White, Elizabeth 
08/17 Tolf, Emily 
08/17 Berhe, Yonas 
08/19 John-Williams, Edwina 
08/20 Adams, Ken 
08/22 Barnett, Charity 
08/25 King , Jr., Francis 
08/29 Hainge, Christopher 
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AUGUST 5, 2007 
PENTECOST 5 

8:00 am Holy 
Eucharist, Rite 1 
10:00 am Holy 

Eucharist, Rite 2 
Readings: 

Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 
Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 
Anne Ritchie 
preaching 

AUGUST 12, 2007 
PENTECOST 6 

8:00 am Holy 
Eucharist, Rite 1 
10:00 am Holy 

Eucharist, Rite 2 
Readings: 

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40 
Bob Becker 
preaching 

AUGUST 19, 2007 
PENTECOST 7  

8:00 am Holy 
Eucharist, Rite 1 
10:00 am Holy 

Eucharist, Rite 2 
Readings: 
Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 
Vance Johnson 

preaching 

AUGUST 26, 2007 
PENTECOST 8 

8:00 am Holy 
Eucharist, Rite 1 
10:00 am Holy 

Eucharist, Rite 2 
Readings: 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 

Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 
Vance Johnson 

preaching 

An informal 
service of Holy 

Eucharist is 
celebrated 

Wednesdays at 10 
AM in the library.  

The service 
includes the laying 

on of hands for 
spiritual healing. 

&&&&3�"2��'3�"2��'3�"2��'3�"2��' �������� &�(�4&�(�4&�(�4&�(�4 �������� %�,��%�%�,��%�%�,��%�%�,��%� ����



For example, when you include Church of 
the Resurrection in your will, you reveal that God 
has been central in your life and you affirm that 
Church of the Resurrection was a place where your 
could not only worship but express your beliefs, 
continue your Christian formation and fellowship 
with other believers. 

Finally,  when you include Church of the 
Resurrection in your will, you reveal your vision for 
the future of the church and you encourage us to be 
good stewards of the new resources you place in our 
hands. 

Your will says other things as well about 
your interests and values and commitments.  Be-
cause it says so much, you are wise to think it 
through carefully. 

If you want to talk with us about how to 
leave a bequest to Church of the Resurrection,  you 
may call the office for the proper language.  
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A Need for Building Supervisors 
A little known but essential ministry here at Resur-
rection is that of Building Supervisor. This individ-
ual is responsible for unlocking the church prior to 
early service and then locking it after the late service 
and church activities are concluded. Due to recent 
turnover additional assistance is needed.  For addi-
tional information please call Jay Madden (703-379-
1592) or the office (703-998-0888). 
 
SECOND QUARTER STATEMENTS for giving 
are available after the service to pick up.  
 
TIME AND TALENT:  Stewardship begins by rec-
ognizing that God gives us all that we have. Our re-
sponse? “Above all, maintain constant love for one 
another....As good stewards of the varied gifts given 
you by God, use these gifts in service to oth-
ers....Give in the strength God supplies. In all 
things, let God be glorified through Jesus Christ; to 
Him belongs glory and power forever.” (1 Peter 4:8-
11)  If you have not already turned in a Time and 
Talents Pledge sheet, please fill one out and bring it 
to the church office. 
 
Mentor a Child, Change Two Lives 
Community Lodgings’ Project Protégé, is seeking 
adult mentors to serve as positive influences for 6 
high-school youth to meet an average of 2 hours a 
week during the course of 1 year. Mentor training 
will be provided through the Alexandria Mentoring 
Partnership. For more information on how to change 
a child’s life, please contact: Mrs. Melanie Protti-
Lawrence at 703-549-4407 or 
melaniepl@communitylodgings.org. 
 
Community Lodgings Volunteers 
Summer Youth Programs need adult and responsible 
teen volunteers for 2 or more hours a day, between 
9am – 2pm, one week at a time, from June 18- Au-
gust 16. For information on volunteer orientation 
and specific scheduling, please contact: Ms. Kathe-
rine Mackey at 703-739-5856 or Katherine-
mackey@communitylodgings.org.  Program Loca-
tion: 607 Notabene Drive, Alexandria, VA. 22305 

 
 
 

 
�  We celebrate the July 8 baptism of Andrew 

Joseph Larose, grandson of Bob Becker 
 
�  We remember Anne Genders and Pat Bour-

gois who died on July 8 and July 15 respec-
tively.  A memorial service for Pat will be 
held at Resurrection on August 4 at 2:00 
pm; a memorial service for Anne will be 
held at Resurrection on September 29 at 
2:00 pm. 

(Continued from Page 2) 
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But the path of the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
PROVERBS 4:18 
 
“The lives of those people who are touched by the 
love of Christ are like guiding lights to others who 
have yet to find Christ in their lives.  They can pro-
vide guidance and help, and they shine forth as 
bright examples of how good life can be.  God’s 
light can shine through us if we will only let it.  We 
have the opportunity to show others the difference 
that Christ can make.  When we live life empowered 
by the light of God, we live as He wishes we 
would. “ 
 
Father, please make me a light for my world.  Let me 
shine forth with Your goodness, care, and love.  Help 
me to reflect the saving light of Christ which You 
have lovingly give me.  Amen   
 
 
—Daily Wisdom from the Bible, Encouragement for 
Every Day by Dan & Nancy Dick; Barbour Publish-
ing, 1986. 



WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  BE  ALIVE 
A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. Anne Gavin Ritchie 
on June 10th, 2007, the Second Sunday after Pentecost, based 
on I Kings 17:17-24 and St. Luke 7:11-17. 

 
 Today we have two readings telling the story of rais-
ing the dead to life.  Both were the only sons of widows.  Their 
deaths would have meant, not only profound grief, but financial 
ruin to their single mothers.  The reading from Galatians tells 
the story of Paul being raised from spiritual death to life.  The 
theme in all three readings is that God reaches out to us when 
all is lost, in the depths of our despair. 

Sooner or later, all of us learn about death.  The loss of 
a loved one, like the widows’ sons.  The death of ambition.  
The death of a relationship.  The death of a dream.  

Other times our long-standing view of ourselves has 
to die.  Perhaps we’ve made a promise we were unable or un-
willing to keep.  Perhaps we’ve resolved to work harder, to be 
in touch with our friends, to pay attention to the needs of others.  
Instead we may have allowed ourselves to be distracted by 
mindless television shows, or games,  YouTube; anything that 
will take our minds and hearts away from our commitments.  
Anything to take our minds and hearts away from what matters 
most. 
 These are only a few of the ways death impinges upon 
us.  But what is the opposite?  Jesus, on the night before he 
died, prays that his disciples will have life and have it abun-
dantly.  What does it mean to be alive?  What does it mean to 
be fully alive? 
          Many of us know the story of Helen Keller, who was 
born able to hear and to see but lost both senses in her infancy.  
Here’s how she described what she was up against:  “Once I 
knew the depth where no hope was and darkness lay on the 
face of all things.  Then love came and set my soul free.  Once I 
fretted and beat myself against the walls that shut me in.  My 
life was without a past or a future, and death a consummation 
devoutly to be wished.  But a little word from the fingers of 
another fell into my hands that clutched at emptiness, and my 
heart leapt up with the rapture of living.  I do not know the 
meaning of darkness, but I have learned the overcoming of it.”  
Helen Keller went on to graduate from Radcliffe College with 
honors and live an amazing life. 
 Keller’s words remind me of the beginning of John’s 
Gospel, when we hear:  “The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it.”  Light in the midst of dark-
ness; death overcome by life.  Helen Keller’s story, like the 
Gospel, is meant to be our story. 

 What does it mean to really be alive?  What does it 
mean to live in the light? 
 Abundant living means be aware.  This is one of those 
things that are simple but not easy.  To be aware is to take in all 
that is, as much as we can, good and bad together. 
This seems counter-intuitive.  It’s human nature to want to 
overlook what is negative, to pretend evil is not there. But the 
Christian life involves contending with evil, whether it exists in 
our personal lives, national or global policy.  WHATEVER is 
hurtful, negative, exploitive, hope-denying, life-unaffirming 
should be fought against by all of us with every spiritual and 
political resource available.  The first step in resisting evil is to 
acknowledge its existence. 
 Then it’s up to us to present an alternative agenda, to 
have a positive plan for the benefit of others, even if our plan 
requires a commitment of time, energy or money.  The Chris-
tian life is not for the spiritually or politically naïve. 
 Abundant living means that we are willing to love.  
I’m not talking about love in a sentimental way.  Christians are 
called to love as God loves, which is agape love.  Here’s a 
wonderful description of agape:  “The Greek language has 
three words for love which enable us to distinguish between 
Christian love (agape) from passionate devotion (eros) and 
warm affection (philia).  Jesus did not tell his disciples to fall in 
love with their enemies or feel for them as they felt for their 
families and friends.  Agape is a gracious, determined, and ac-
tive interest in the true welfare of others, which is not deterred 
even by hatred or cursing, not limited by calculation of deserts 
or results, based solely on the nature of God.”  Because of its 
nature, agape love is powerful.  Agape love is what this parish 
needs more of. 
 Resurrection, forty-plus years old, is at a crossroads.  
We are a warm and welcoming community.  We happily ac-
cept all people, once they walk through our doors.  I don’t be-
lieve that’s enough.  We are called to be more.  Our parish mis-
sion statement acknowledges this by stating, 
 “We are the hands of the Lord in this place, reaching 
out to our community and the world.” 
 How much do we really do that?  How effectively are 
we reaching out to the richly diverse populations of West End 
Alexandria?  I don’t ask this to lay a guilt trip on anyone.  I ask 
this because the question needs to be asked. 
 We do good things.  We take stars and shamrocks and 
hearts from the “giving bulletin board” and provide needed 
supplies to a shelter for battered women and their children.  
One Saturday a month between 100 and 150 families gather to 
pick up groceries provided by a joint effort of ALIVE!, 

������� ���������	
��
��	�
��	���	��

	
������
������������ ������
	��	�
��	���	��

	
������
��



“Alexandrians Involved Ecumenically.” 
These are wonderful projects.  But there is so much more we 
can and should do. 
 Yesterday some leaders of our parish and I met with 
the pastor and leaders of Nueva Vida, the Pentecostal congrega-
tion that meets here Sunday afternoons.  We met to plan a joint 
service that will take place two weeks from today.  We’ll hear 
Nueva Vida’s wonderful band and hear the liturgy both in 
Spanish and in English.  Afterwards we’ll join together in the 
parish hall for a party. 
 As we finished planning the service, I changed the 
subject.  I asked Ottoniel, the pastor and the others:  “What do 
your people need?  Is there any way we can help?” 
 It turns out that there are ways we can help.  Like 
most Latinos in this area, the people of Nueva Vida are poor, 
work several jobs and struggle with Immigration issues.  Many 
are illiterate, even in Spanish.  They are unable to read the 
Spanish Bible. 
 Literacy classes, both in Spanish and English, are 
needed.  We have the space to host those classes.  We could 
bring together volunteers from both our congregations to tutor 
members of Nueva Vida.  They could teach Spanish to us. 
 Ottoniel and his friends also expressed concern about 
their children, who leave school and go home to empty apart-
ments, with both parents away at work.  They would love to 
establish an after-school program so that their children could 
use their time more constructively. 
 Some of these projects are more readily doable than 
others.  But these are the kinds of programs we need to be 
thinking about for us to live life abundantly as a parish. We 
need first to be aware of the needs of our surrounding commu-
nities, then act in agape love to meet those needs.  I would love 
to see Outreach to the community as our central parish focus, 
with every member of our church committed to be involved 
one way or another. 

The choice for us is pretty stark.  We can continue as 
we are, focused more or less on ourselves and our own needs.  
That choice is death.  But Jesus calls us from spiritual death into 
abundant living, which means intentionally and wholeheartedly 
providing what we have the capacity to give.  Then we will be 
the church God calls us to be. 
 
 

PENTECOST 5 
A sermon preached by the Reverend Robert A. Becker on July 
1st, 2007. 
 
 I’ve always loved horses. Used to ride a lot as a kid.  
But nowadays, the closest I get to horses is an annual pilgrim-
age to the Washington Horse Show.  

 If you’ve been there in recent years, you may have 
noticed they’ve added a few new attractions – one of which is 
the Jack Russell terrier races.  
 The whole idea is that a bunch of these wiry little terri-
ers are supposed to race down the course, jump over several 
little jumps and try to be the first one to dive into a hole in a bale 
of straw to win the race. 
 Every race is absolute mayhem. The dogs are yapping 
the whole time, having the time of their lives.  
 A couple years ago when we watched the races, I no-
ticed there were three kinds of dogs in each race: the ones who 
for some reason, decide to make a few detours by going around 
the jumps instead of going over them.  
 Then there were the ones who got so distracted that 
they seemed to forget they were in a race and ended up wan-
dering off until their owners trotted out to retrieve them. 
 And finally, there were the others, like Buster. Buster 
was the Grand Champion that year.  
 Every time a race started, Buster just about flew over 
every jump and managed to be the first one through that hole.  
 The next day, I saw a small article about the terrier 
races in the Post. When asked how it was that Buster came out 
the winner in each of his races, the owner explained “well, he is 
determined to stay the course.  
 “Nothing seems to distract him. He really has his eyes 
and mind fixed on that hole in the bale of straw.” 
 Jesus would have loved Buster. Because that’s pre-
cisely what today’s Gospel lesson is all about.  Luke tells us that 
Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem.” The literal translation of 
the Greek says, “he hardened his face to go” to Jerusalem.   
 You can almost imagine the grim determination 
etched in his face. He knows he must prepare his disciples to 
follow in his footsteps after the events that will unfold in Jerusa-
lem.   
 We can almost hear the determination in the words 
Jesus uses to respond to the three would-be disciples in today’s 
lesson.  
 When the first man approaches Jesus to volunteer to 
follow him wherever he goes, you’d expect Jesus to welcome 
him with open arms.   
 But instead, Jesus gives him a warning. Following 
Jesus won’t be easy. He must be willing to give up all expecta-
tions of stability and predictability.  And that means a willing-
ness to take a risk -- a requirement the man seems reluctant to 
accept.  
 The second man has been called by Jesus. But when 
the man asks to return home to bury his father before he signs 
on, we hear that same tone of harshness in Jesus’ response: 
“Let the dead bury the dead.”  
 You have to wonder if the man’s father had indeed 

�	�����	�������	�
��	���	��

	
������
�� �����
�



died, what was he doing hanging around listening to an itiner-
ant preacher.  
 My guess is that probably his father was very ill, near 
death perhaps. But the greater likelihood is that he probably 
wanted to tend to some family obligations before he headed off 
with Jesus and his followers.  
 Not a completely unreasonable request, except that it 
suggests a pattern a lot of people fall into which I like to call, 
“Not yet, God.”  
 Let me get my kids through college, God, then I’ll 
follow you.  Or, the one that plagued my commitment to pur-
sue ordination, “I need to pay off some big time tuition bills and 
get my children settled into a career, Lord. Then I’ll do what 
you want me to do with my life, Lord.” 
 Makes us kinda think what we might be doing with 
our lives that gets in the way of what God has in mind for us, 
doesn’t it? 
 Which gets us to the third man. Like the first man, he 
really wanted to join up as one of Jesus’ disciples --  but with 
one condition.  
 He wants to say farewell to his family and friends. 
Jesus’ said to him. “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”   
 Ever wonder what that man must have thought when 
he heard those words?  Well, let me tell you, I know what he 
thought.  
 During one of my early interviews in the ordination 
process, I was asked whether I was ready to forego my job and 
move my family into seminary housing for the next three years. 
 When I finally looked up, I remember giving a line of 
reasons why we weren’t ready to make that sacrifice.  That’s 
when the priest leading the interview said the words Jesus said 
to the would-be disciple.  
 Those words hurt  – a whole lot. I distinctly remember 
feeling embarrassed and angry that he would be so unreason-
able and to put it plainly, downright nasty. Needless to say, my 
journey toward ordination came to a screeching halt that day.  
 I’ve had a lot of time to think about that episode and 
those words from Jesus. By God’s grace alone, my journey 
toward ordination did not end that day. Which is why I’m 
standing here today. But that’s a story for another sermon.  
 Looking back on that time, it’s clear that what that 
priest was telling me. I was looking back, hanging on to the 
past, clinging to what my life had been up to that point, afraid to 
let go and move forward.   
 Scott Peck, the author of The Road Less Traveled, 
tells the story of the young man trying to learn how to scale the 
face of a cliff, dangling from a rope anchored above him. The 
young man was terrified.  
 He tried to work his way up the mountain by grabbing 

a hold of a crevice above him and trying to gain a foot hold that 
would help him inch his way upward. Each time he tried, he 
lost his grip and just barely managed to hang on to where he 
was.   
 When the instructor yelled down to him to push off 
from the face of the cliff and swing to another position while 
pulling himself up, a look of terror swept over the young man.   
 He kept looking down and seeing the yawning space 
beneath him, he simply couldn’t gather up the courage to fling 
himself out from the comfort of his perch and trust in the wis-
dom of his instructor.  
 Finally, the young man gave it a try.  To his enormous 
surprise and relief, he discovered he was able to make progress 
up the side of the mountain and finally make it to the top.  
 Jesus is calling us to do that with our lives. He’s telling 
us not to get so caught up with our past that we are unable to 
move forward.   
 Just like those little terriers, our journeys may take us 
in many different directions. A whole lot of turns and unex-
pected directions and detours.   
 And that’s ok.  All Jesus is asking of each of us is to 
keep our minds and hearts turned toward Jerusalem.  And that 
means living our lives with our hearts and minds centered on 
God as witnesses and disciples of the love of Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
 

     PENTECOST  7 
A sermon preached by the Reverend Carol Spigner on July 
15th, 2007, Luke 10:25-37, Proper 10C 

 
 In a parish I served in South Carolina some years ago, 
I was leading Children’s Chapel one Sunday and we were us-
ing this gospel lesson. I had just started reading it to the children 
when I saw a little boy in the back of the room raise his hand. I 
was determined to finish the reading so I ignored his frantic 
waving until the end of the reading. When I finished, I called on 
John who was still wildly waving his hand in the air. “John, do 
you have something to say?” I asked. He replied, “I’ve heard 
that story before.” 

The story of the Good Samaritan is a very familiar 
story and sometimes that makes it hard to really listen to it. We 
can probably remember hearing it and acting it out in Sunday 
School so it is easy for us to dismiss it because we already 
know it. 
      The story of the Good Samaritan starts with the law-
yer, who is an expert in the law of Moses, trying to outwit Je-
sus. He asks what he must do to inherit eternal life. As Jesus 
often does, he answers a question with a question. “What is 
written in the law?” And the lawyer replies, “You shall love the 
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All sermons are available on 
our web-site.: 
www.WelcomeTo Resurrection.org 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” Jesus answers, “You have answered 
right; do this and you will live.” 
      But that doesn’t suit the lawyer. He is not really look-
ing for the answer to his question. He is trying to debate with 
Jesus, to trick him, to get him into a corner, to make him say 
something he could use against him. So he pushes Jesus further 
and asks, “Who is my neighbor”? In other words who is in the 
circle of who I have to love and who is outside, those that I 
don’t have to be bothered with. Many Jews of that day were 
very concerned with that kind of criteria. Who obeys all the 613 
laws, obeys the rules of the Sabbath and the rules of circumci-
sion – those criteria defines who is in and who is out. Who is a 
good Jew and who is not. 
      It is that kind of criteria that the lawyer is looking for – 
perhaps it’s just the people on my street or those who live in a 
three block area. He wants some kind of definition, a determi-
nation of who is considered a neighbor. 
      Instead of giving this lawyer a two sentence answer, 
Jesus answers with the Parable of the Good Samaritan. Two 
very religious people pass by this man who is hurt on the side 
of the road. Perhaps they think he is already dead and they do 
not want to defile themselves and not be able to lead worship in 
the temple.  Whatever the reason, they do not stop. It is a man 
from Samaria, one who considered an outcast, on the bottom 
rungs of society – he is the one who not only stops to help the 
wounded man but also gets him to an inn where he can recover 
and he pays for his expenses. Not only that, but he will also 
check on him in a few days and pay any outstanding bills. This 
Samaritan man gets fully involved in the life of this injured 
man. He not only helps him, but he then goes the extra mile, 
going above and beyond the call of duty. 
      After Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan, he 
asks the lawyer, “Which of these three, do you think, proved 
neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” So the ques-
tion is not “who is my neighbor” but rather, “how can I be a 
neighbor to those in need?” I think that is the point of the gos-
pel. 
      By using the Samaritan in his parable, Jesus deliber-
ately shocks the lawyer by forcing him to consider the possibil-
ity that a semi-pagan foreigner might know more about the 
love of God than a devout Jew blinded by his preoccupation 
with the rules. The Samaritan is ceremonially unclean, a social 
outcast and a religious heretic. His use of the Samaritan as the 
hero of the story shatters the lawyers preconceived notions of 
who are and who are not the people of God – who are in the 
circle and who are outside – who is my neighbor and who is 
not. The boxes that the lawyer wants to put people into, the 
labels he wants to give them – 

Jesus blows all that away with this story. 
      Jesus uses this story to show the lawyer, and us, that 
our neighbor is anyone who needs help that we have the means 
to supply, regardless of cultural, social and religious differences. 
Jesus is asking the lawyer to conceive of the possibility that a 
hated Samaritan might act in a more Godly way than a priest. 
He is asking us to conceive the inconceivable – to think outside 
the box, outside of stereotypes and labels – to see everyone as a 
child of God, as a neighbor who might be in need. 
      Jesus ends this parable by telling the lawyer to go and 
do likewise. Go and love others with a radical love. Go and be a 
neighbor to others. 
      And that is not just for the lawyer to hear but it is di-
rected at us as well. How can I be a neighbor to others? What 
needs can I meet? In this age of instant communication, we 
know the needs of those on the other side of the world. The 
television and newspapers bring the pain and the needs of oth-
ers into our own homes – from the pictures of starving children 
in Africa to the victims of the civil war in the Sudan and the 
pain and suffering of those in Iraq. The needs of people we see 
everyday are overwhelming. And oftentimes that feeling of 
being overwhelmed traps us into the feeling that we can’t do 
anything. God does not expect us to save the world by our-
selves. But he does expect us to do what we can do where we 
can, to use the resources that we have – to visit those who are 
sick or shut-in, to pray for the end to war and civil unrest in the 
world, to financially support relief organizations to help those in 
other parts of the world, to volunteer at homeless shelters, to be 
filled with the compassion of Jesus, to treat others as you want 
to be treated, to be a neighbor to others, to respect the dignity of 
every human being. 
      The purpose of this parable is not to make us feel 
guilty, but to challenge us to do our best to show others that we 
care for them. It challenges us to do what we can as individuals 
and as a community of faith, to be Christ to one another. It chal-
lenges us to work through our fears and reluctance to reach out 
to others, outside the boxes and the labels and the stereotypes. 
      This parable invites us to look at our relationships with 
other people. It invites us to ask ourselves how we respond to 
people in need – with mercy and compassion or with denial 
that they have any connection to us? 
      Which of these three do you think proved neighbor to 
the man who fell among the robbers? The one who showed 
mercy on him. And Jesus said, “Go 
and do likewise.”   Amen. 
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AUGUST 5 
PENTECOST 10 

 

Ushers 
Carl Hull, 

Frank Harding, 
Frances Williamson, 

Jere Cummins 
 

Altar Guild 
Marian Stevens, 

Peggy Green 
 
 

Building Supervisor 
David Ewing 

 
Shuttle Driver 

Jay Madden 
 

Tellers 
Richard Green, 
Cathy Williams, 

Stella Byers 
 

AUGUST 12 
PENTECOST 11 

 

Ushers 
Lissa Reeves, 

Milford & 
Letitia John-Williams, 

Jere Cummins 
 

Altar Guild 
Marian Stevens, 

Judy Isaacs 
 
 

Building Supervisor 
Will & Cheryl McBeth 

 
Shuttle Driver 
Dan Swearingen 

 
Tellers 

Bob Noe, 
Sandra Jackson, 

David Ewing 
 

AUGUST19 
PENTECOST12 

 

Ushers 
James King, 
Carl Hull, 

Margaret Riccardelli, 
Jere Cummins 

 
Altar Guild 

Lori Thurgood, 
Orian Falkenbourg, 

Mary Johnson 
 

Building Supervisor 
Jay Madden 

 
Shuttle Driver 

Bob Barnett 
 

Tellers 
Dennis Jones, 
Susie Jones, 

Betsy Raymond 
 

AUGUST 26 
PENTECOST 13 

 

Ushers 
Tom Etter, 

Bob & 
Edna Noe, 

Jere Cummins 
 

Altar Guild 
Jackie Bracewell 

Judy Isaacs 
 
 

Building Supervisor 
Kevin Broderick 

 
 

Shuttle Driver 
Ken Gay 

 
Tellers 

Carl Hull, 
Tom Etter, 
Gay Colyer 

 


