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Message from the Rector 

Advent: Time of Waiting 
 
           No one could ever accuse me of being a patient person.  I don’t like to 
sit idle and I don’t like to wait.  Waiting seems like wasting time, allowing 
opportunities for action to slip by.  Even if I make a mistake in acting, I tell 
myself, I can always correct it.  I’d rather act than simply be. 
 
           But the truly spiritual life is largely composed of waiting.  Spiritual 
waiting is not passive.  It is an active, questing way we open ourselves to the 
reality of God.  We don’t rush to fashion God in our own image; we wait and 
watch for the God of all being to fashion us; to sharpen our senses until God 
is all we see, all we hear. 
 
           The brilliant Paul Tillich put it this way: 
 
           … although waiting is not having, it is also having.  The fact that we wait for 
something shows that in some way we already possess it.  Waiting anticipates that which is 
not yet real.  If we wait in hope and patience, the power of that for which we wait is already 
effective within us… We are stronger when we wait than when we possess.  When we possess 
God, we reduce Him to that small thing we knew and grasped of Him; and we make it an 
idol… But if we know that we do not know Him, and if we wait for Him to make 
Himself known to us, we then really know something of Him, we then are grasped and 
known and possessed by Him. 
 
           Commerical culture, which is all about making idols and false 
promises, does not believe in waiting.  It wants profits now, and persuades us 
to buy now.  So Christmas appears before Halloween; carols repeat endlessly, 
mind-numbingly, totally cut off from the birth of Jesus, the Christ. 
 
           Advent invites Christians to reclaim our earliest posture: we are in the 
world but not of the world.  We don’t have to have.  We have a need to wait 
and, in Paul Tillich’s words, already possess in some way that for which we 
wait.  The Christ Child, the object of our waiting, has amazing things in store 
for us, in His good time.  A good Advent to you all. 
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