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Message from the Rector
Dedication

Sunday, November 23" we observe a special event in the life of our
parish: an original sculpture will be dedicated to the glory of God. Placed
temporarily in our new chapel area, the sculpture will eventually be moved to our
newly renovated and enhanced memorial garden.

This dedication occurs close to the second anniversary of the death of our
founding rector, Jim Green. The sculpture will not bear his name; instead, it is
entitled “Unrecognized.” But there is no doubt who will be forever associated
with this beautiful piece depicting Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road
to Emmaus.

I’ve been told that Jim didn’t believe in any individual being singled out
for special recognition. I understand that during his tenure nothing was named in
honor or memory of anyone. I’ve heard this was meant to convey the idea that
anything we do we do as a corporate community. No one person functions as a
separate unit; everything any individual does is reflected in the larger life of the
parish family.

I see things differently. And, paradoxically, exactly the same. I believe
that honoring an individual in fact honors the whole community. The good
example of one person can inspire and uphold everyone who shares the same
values and will to accomplish good. I believe it is important to mark occasions
and to name names. It is vital to the community to celebrate the accomplishments
of great people.

Clearly Jim was such a person. He opened hearts to God in life-changing
ways. He brought understanding, hope and challenge to people who entrusted to
him their spiritual growth and health.

So, even if this sculpture does not bear his name, even if it is only a partial
testament to him and to the Lord who motivated and sustained him, let us
remember Jim. More than that, let us honor him by what we say and what we do.
Let us follow him by doing what we can to bring justice, mercy and love into the
world. Doing these things we may find ourselves recognizing the power of love
of One we might otherwise overlook.
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