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A Message from the Rector  

      My 25th VTS Reunion and Changes in the Church 
 
             This week, at the time of the annual fall Convocation, classes celebrating 
special anniversaries gather at the Virginia Theological Seminary.  As class steward of 
the Class of 1978, I sent out some fifty-five invitations to a celebration.  Either the 
Seminary must have some out-of-date addresses, or my former classmates are not 
impressed about this particular milestone – only seven of us managed to make our 
party! 
 
            But at the lectures and other meetings, there were many cheerful reunions 
with professors and members of other classes.  Several representatives of the Class 
of 1943 were actually in attendance!  They put us to shame.  Perhaps by the time of 
our 60th we’ll be more enthusiastic. 
 
            Throughout our get-togethers lurked the knowledge that several thousand of 
our more conservative brothers and sisters had gathered in Dallas.  Their agenda 
would focus on their unhappiness over actions taken during this summer’s General 
Convention, (the chief legislative body of the Episcopal Church, meeting every three 
years).  Specifically they object to the confirmation of the election of Canon V. Gene 
Robinson, an openly gay man living in a committed relationship, as Coadjutor-elect 
of the Diocese of New Hampshire.  They also disagree with a statement 
acknowledging that blessings of same-gender unions take place within the common 
life of our Church.  That a large group, though decidedly a minority of 
Episcopalians, might break away from the Episcopal Church is beginning to look 
like a real possibility.  As we learned in Canon Frizzell’s wonderful sermon of 
August 10th, this is hardly the first such crisis the Episcopal Church has had to face. 
 
            I find myself wondering whether this always was coming.  Maybe our 
apparent unity of years past was too shallow to hold forever.  Still, it is a time of 
sadness and watchful waiting for our Church.  No one wants anyone else to be hurt.  
As we grapple with difficult issues and move as we believe we are led by the Spirit, it 
seems hurt, however unwanted, is inevitable. 
 
            Let us continue to pray for everyone in our Church, whatever their position on 
these matters, that God’s Spirit of love and justice will guide us all in the way we 
need to go. 
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