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Message from the Rector 
      Our Presiding Bishop’s Letter… and Challenge 
 
 A recent series of formal letters has our Presiding Bishop, the Most Reverend 
Katharine Jefferts-Schori and Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams essentially 
squaring off on the issue of ordaining gay and lesbian persons to Holy Orders.  The 
precipitating issue is the recent consecration of Mary Glasspool as Suffragan Bishop 
of the Diocese of Los Angeles.  Bishop Mary was duly elected by the people of her 
diocese and her election was ratified by a majority of Bishops and Standing 
Committees of the entire Episcopal Church.  That fact does not impress Archbishop 
Rowan.  (His Church of England does not operate democratically, but is t ied, for 
better and worse, to the Crown.) 
 Gene Robinson’s consecration as Bishop of New Hampshire in 2003 rocked 
the Anglican world.  He was in a long-term, monogamous and committed relationship 
with another man.  The people of the Diocese of New Hampshire knew him well, 
because he had served as their “Canon to the Ordinary,” assisting their beloved 
Bishop for many years before retirement.  Then they, with joy, elected Gene to be 
their Bishop. 
 Fast-forward to 2010.  Now, against the wishes of Archbishop Williams, who 
hoped our Episcopal Church might suspend further consecration of gays or lesbians as 
bishop, Mary Glasspool has become a Bishop.  She came having assisted her bishop, 
the Right Reverend Eugene Sutton, as his Canon to the Ordinary.  Her consecration 
was celebrated in Los Angeles in a service whose theme was “Rejoice!”  Bishop 
Katharine presided. 
 In his Pentecost letter, Archbishop Rowan expressed his displeasure, 
suggesting that as punishment, Episcopal Church members involved in ecumenical 
dialogue should resign.  Shortly after, the Secretary of the Anglican Communion 
essentially fired several people from such dialogue groups, including our brilliant and 
devoted New Testament scholar and Virginia Seminary professor, the Reverend Dr. 
Kathy Grieb.  They were, however, allowed to remain as observers/consultants. 
 In response to all this, here are only a few excerpts of Bishop Katharine’s 
Pentecost letter.  Her words speak for themselves: 
 “Pentecost continues!  …The recent statement by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury about the struggles within the Anglican Communion seems to equate 
Pentecost with a single understanding of gospel realit ies… This Spirit does seem to be 
saying to many within The Episcopal Church that gay and lesbian persons are God’s 
good creation, that an aspect of good creation is the possibility of lifelong, faithful 
partnership, and that such persons may indeed be good and healthy exemplars of 
gifted leadership within the Church, as baptized leaders and ordained ones.” 
 “That growing awareness does not deny the reality that many Anglicans and 
not a few Episcopalians still fervently hold traditional views about human sexuality.  
This Episcopal Church is a broad and inclusive enough tent to hold that variety.  The 
willingness to live in tension is a hallmark of Anglicanism, beginning from its roots in �
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Please keep in your prayers: 
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Names on the Prayer List are 
shown for one month, unless you 
let us know they should be 
retained for longer. 
  
Pray for those currently 
serving in the armed services 
around the world:  
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We extend our sympathy to 
the family and friends of those 
who have died: 
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Rest eternal grant to them, O 
Lord; And let light perpetual 
shine upon them. 
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OUTREACH 
SUMMER IS OUTREACH TIME!! 

 
ALIVE! Food Distribution  needs volunteers especially  

during the summer months when many regular volunteers are 
away.  Mark your calendar now to come and help on the  

following Saturday Mornings 8:30—Noon. 
July 31 

August 28 
 

Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner.  Our bi-monthly commitment to 
serve Sunday dinner to 60-80 shelter residents falls on both 

summer holiday weekends. 
July 4 

September 5 
If you can help by contributing food or joining in serving the 

meal either day, please contact Maureen Bryant, 
 maureen229@yahoo.com, 703-920-7520. 

 
School Supplies.  Plan ahead to contribute school supplies in 
August.  We will again be collecting school items or financial 
donations to help Alexandria’s neediest children get off to a 

good start this fall. 

Message from the Rector, cont. 
Celtic Christ ianity pushing up against Roman Christianity in the centuries of 
the first millennium.”�
 “The baptismal covenant prayed in this Church for more than 30 years 
calls us to respect the dignity of all persons and charges us with ongoing labor 
toward a holy society of justice and peace.  That fundamental understanding of 
Christ ian vocation underlies our hearing of the Spirit  in this context and around 
these issues of human sexuality.  That same understanding of Christ ian voca-
tion encourages us to hold our convictions with sufficient humility that we can 
affirm the image of God in the person who disagrees with us.  We believe that 
the Body of Christ is only found when such diversity is welcomed with abun-
dant and radical hospitality.” 
 AMEN.  I encourage you to read the Presiding Bishop’s entire letter by 
accessing the website of the Episcopal Church.  Read it; think and pray; and 
let’s talk about it , together. 
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2010 Budget  $274,512 

������������������������ ����
Budget:  (Jan.-May.)   $114,380 
Actual:   (Jan.-May.)     110,217 
Over/Under Budget:       (4,163)  

.%
�����.%
�����.%
�����.%
����� ����
Expenses: (Jan.-May.)  $118,387 
Collections (Jan.-May.)  110,217 
  Difference:                      (8,170) 

   
“Thank you” to each of you for 
your generosity and continual 
support in helping to meet our 
budget for 2010. 

7/01 Nichole McBride 
7/02 Elizabeth Jones 
7/03 Norman Taylor 
7/04 Deena Jaworski 
7/04 Kathy Parnell 
7/05 Holly Stevens 
7/06 William Dosch, Jr. 
7/06 Edmund Merife 
7/09 Gladys Moniba 
7/12  Sanelma Sutton 
7/14  Lou Zarfas 
7/14 Anne Ritchie 
7/14 Nora Grafton 
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7/20 Larry Dye 
7/20 Jane McCabe 
7/20 Milford John-Williams 
7/21 Stephen Cook 
7/23 Lynette Miserez 
7/24  Betty Beale 
7/24  David Paulk 
7/26 Billie Boyden 
7/27 Reilly Bellow-Vicks 
7/28 Benito Muniz 
7/31 Priscilla Tennent 
7/31 Michael Noe 
7/31 Shanti Chang 

8/02 Joyce Nabatanzi 
8/04 Susan Etter 
8/05 Richard DeMeester 
8/06 Diane Asuncion 
8/08  Carlin Gray 
8/10  Doris Wallace 
8/16 Elizabeth White 
8/16 Kate Donnell 
8/17 Yonas Berhe 
8/19 Edwina John-Williams 
8/20 Ken Adams 
8/22 Charity Barnett 
8/29 Christopher Hainge 
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Kat Turner, Senior Warden 
Michelle McBride, Associate 

Senior Warden 
Terry Kester, Junior Warden 

Larry Huskin, Associate Junior 
Warden  

 
Laila Ali 

Bob Barnett 
Jacki Bracewell 

Betsy Faga 
Kenneth Gay 
Kathy Graham 
Marian Stevens 

Bea Taylor 
Kate Donnell, Register 

Frances Williamson, Treasurer 
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May 16 102 
May 23 110 
May 30 90 
June 6 100 
June 13 93 
June 20 86 
June 27 88 
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                                                 Barbara Bishop 

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF JERUSALEM  

American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem 

25 Old King's Highway North, Suite 13 

Darien, CT 06820 

www.AFEDJ.org 

Because our parish has a wonderful Children's Center in which students with various disabilit ies are mainstreamed, the 
news from a school which now mainstreams students through 12th grade may be of part icular interest. I will quote from 
the most recent Jerusalem Diocese news. 

It 's a great joy to share with each of you how proud we are of our students.  On Sunday, May 30 they graduated from the 
Princess Basma School in East Jerusalem.   They're the first class to complete 12 grades in this school which main-
streams disabled and able bodied children.  Several will go on to university and all will bring the skills and courage 
they acquired in this remarkable place.     The School, a part of the Princess Basma Centre, is a pioneer in inclusive edu-
cation and was established in 1987.  It  started with 17 students and now has over 750 students in K-12. This includes 33 
physically disabled, 74 hearing impaired and 6 blind children.  The success at Princess Basma School has prompted 
other Palestinian schools to mainstream their special needs children, giving them a chance to become self-supporting 
contributors to their communit ies.   20% of the staff at the Centre is disabled as well.  Special needs educators are given 
employment priority here, allowing them to become role models for students.   Your recent gifts which provided a van, sum-
mer camp and desperately needed scholarships have made this possible.  Please continue to provide for their futures.   Offer your 
congratulations to these graduates at info@basma-centre.org and offer your prayers for their continued success. 

If you wish to contribute to the Princess Basma School, you may indicate that when you donate to The American Friends 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem at: 

 

 

Why Write a Will? 
 

The planning and writing of a will is both a family obligation and a personal privilege. 
 

We live in a nation of laws. During all of our lifetime, different laws apply to us. When we are born, our birth is 
registered as required by law. During life, we comply with legal requirements in purchasing a home, in paying taxes, 
in securing a passport and in many more of life's activities.   

 

When we die, our life's passing is noted in securing a death certificate and in the probate process. In all of life's 
activities, the law is there. 

 

One of the most important legal opportunities each of us face pertains to the future ownership of the possessions 
God has permitted us to accumulate. Before we die, we can make a will that determines who will receive our estates. 

 

In the event we do not have a will, the court or others will decide for us, often ignoring our important preferences. 
Deciding not to write a will suggests a misunderstanding of stewardship and a lack of civic responsibility.  It is a lost 
opportunity to demonstrate our love to those whom we cherish. 

 

Every person has the legal right to make a will. Details of your will include the naming of an executor, deciding 
who will serve as guardians of minor children, providing guidelines concerning how they will be raised.  It will also 
determine the use of your accumulated assets and help you express gratitude for all of life's blessings by providing 
gifts to the charity or charities of your choice. 

 

Life involves a string of choices, and the most important choices we make involve the use and disposition of what 
we have. This is called stewardship, the management of our resources.   

 

Our acts during our lifetime become a statement of our faith. Our last act, our will, serves as a final testimony of 
our faith journey in life.  We exercise a spiritual privilege when we plan and write a will. 

 
For additional assistance, you may want to contact your attorney. Or, perhaps you would like to talk with the 

Rector or one of the members of the Vestry.  The Rector can provide basic information about wills and bequests, as 
well as relate various ways others have included Church of the Resurrection and other charities in their estate plans.  
Your discussions with her will be strictly confidential.  ——Marian White 
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�JUDGING  OTHERS  
A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. Anne Gavin 
Ritchie on May 16, 2010, the Seventh Sunday of Easter, 
based on The Revelation to John 22:12-21. 
 
 I’ve never been particularly devoted to the last 
book of the Bible, the Revelation to John.  I find its im-
agery fanciful and confusing, what with seven seals and 
beasts of the land and sea and rivers turning to blood.  As 
one commentator puts it, “Because of intricate and un-
usual symbolic language, the Book of Revelation is hard 
for modern people to read.  They are not used to this kind 
of literature.  Not so for people in the ancient world who 
would have been more accustomed to the complex nature 
of apocalyptic literature… Also, apocalyptic literature 
was almost always a kind of literature for ‘insiders’; it 
was written for people who already knew something of 
the situation and of the symbols that were used to portray 
it .” 
 Whether John the Elder was exiled to the island 
of Patmos, or Patmos was just a stop on his preaching 
circuit, his words were meant to encourage members of 
the early Church.  He experienced the religious and po-
lit ical force of Roman rule as a threat.  And it was.  
When Revelation was written, the Emperor Domitian 
had instituted a new imperial sanctuary dedicated to his 
father.  Domitian was a strong-willed ruler who had litt le 
patience for Christ ian followers of “the way.”  All cit i-
zens were expected to show proper reverence by wor-
shipping the emperor. 
 In the passage we read today from the last chap-
ter of Revelation, an angelic army has defeated Satan and 
the beast from the sea, a stand-in for Emperor Domitian.  
A new Jerusalem has been established on earth, and here 
the imagery is stunning:  the “water of life, bright as 
crystal, flows from the throne of God through the middle 
of the street of the city.  On either side of the river is the 
tree of life, with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit every month.”  Here is perfect peace and “the heal-
ing of nations.” 
 But… not for everyone.   The people who put 
our lectionary together decided to leave out some ex-
tremely interesting verses in today’s reading.  Just after a 
verse that was included, “Blessed are those who wash 
their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of 
life and may enter the city by the gates” comes this:  
“Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and 
murderers and idolators, and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood.” 
 Also missing from today’s reading is this:  “warn 
everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add that to per-

son the plagues described in this book; if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
will take away that person’s share in the tree of life and 
in the holy city…”  Hmm… I suppose the designers of 
our lectionary have gotten themselves in trouble! 
 Given the persecution so many early Christ ians 
faced, I can understand this need to place some people in 
God’s graces and others outside.  It  must have been satis-
fying to imagine a world free of Roman oppression, a 
way of life in which Christ ians could freely follow and 
serve their beloved  Lord.  How wonderful to look for-
ward to Jesus coming soon, to bring an end to earthly 
trouble and pain. 
 But this vision of the new Jerusalem, so t ied to a 
particular situation in the life of the struggling early 
Church, can be used to distort the Gospel.  When taken 
literally it  can lead to the same kind of self-righteous 
judgmentalism that Jesus himself condemned. 
 Remember that ridiculous Left Behind series?  
The righteous were taken up directly into heaven; only 
their clothes were left, (neatly folded, by the way).  If 
you happened to be in an airplane at the t ime of the sup-
posed “rapture,” you’d have to hope that at least one of 
the pilots was wicked enough to be left to land the plane! 
 Many of our Christ ian brothers and sisters, who 
insist on reading the Bible without studying it, are quick 
to judge others as being less faithful, less “Godly” than 
they are. I vividly remember a certain member of my 
Seminary class, (who is now a Bishop in the Church of 
Nigeria), who was deeply offended by the way Scripture 
was being taught.  He had no interest in learning about 
strands of tradit ion, about how the real-life situation of 
writers and editors shaped the way the Bible was con-
structed.  He would carry his zip-up Bible around, wield-
ing it  as a kind of religious weapon, eager to label our 
New Testament professors “sub-Christ ian.”  His goal 
was to leave the seminary unchanged, with his religious 
assumptions intact. 
 He left the Episcopal Church for the Church of 
Nigeria, but I’m sure he is offended and horrified by yes-
terday’s consecration of Mary Glasspool as Suffragan 
Bishop of Los Angeles.  What is the problem?  Bishop 
Glasspool, who was a highly-regarded Canon to the 
Bishop of Maryland, is partnered with a woman.  They 
have been together in a committed, faithful relationship 
for twenty-two years.  For some, her consecration as a 
bishop clearly signals the end of the Church as we have 
known it. 
 I don’t mean to suggest that all things should be 
accepted or are acceptable.  From time to t ime we need 
to use our ability to discern what is good for us and what 
is not.  Sometimes we need to remove ourselves from 
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toxic situations, or separate ourselves from unhealthy 
relationships.  But even then, it  doesn’t help us to harbor 
negative or hateful thoughts about other people.  We may 
move on, but we don’t have to condemn.  We leave the 
judging up to God.  When we don’t we set ourselves up 
for a rude awakening. 
 There is a marvelous story the author of The Per-
fect Storm tells about himself.  Long before he wrote that 
bestselling novel, Sebastian Junger decided to hitchhike 
across the country.  Here’s how he describes an encoun-
ter he had just after a blizzard in Gillette, Wyoming: 
 After two or three hours I saw a man working his 
way toward me along the on-ramp from town.  He wore 
filthy canvas coveralls and carried a black lunchbox, and 
as he got closer I could see that his hair was matted in a 
way that occurs only after months on the skids.  I put my 
hand on the pepper spray in my pocket and turned to fact 
him. 
 “You been out here long?” he asked.  I nodded.  
“Where you headed?” “California.”  “Warm out there.” 
“Yup.”  “You got enough food?” 
 I thought about this.  Clearly he didn’t have any, 
and if I admitted that I did, he’d ask for some.  That 
would mean opening my backpack and revealing all my 
expensive camping gear.  I felt alone and ripe for pil-
lage, and I just didn’t want that.  “I got some cheese,” I 
said. 
 “You won’t make it to California with just a lit-
tle cheese,” he said.  “You’ll starve.” 
 At first I didn’t understand.  What was he saying 
exactly?  I kept my hand on the pepper spray. 
 “Believe me,” he said, “I know.  I’m living in a 
car back in town, and every day I walk out to the mine to 
see if they need me.  Today they don’t so I won’t be need-
ing this lunch of mine.” 
 He opened his box.  It was a typical church meal 
– a bologna sandwich, an apple, and a bag of chips.  I 
kept protesting, but he wouldn’t hear of it.  I finally took 
his lunch, and watched him walk toward town. 
 I learned a lot of things in college.  I learned 
things in Europe and in Mexico and in my home town of 
Belmont, Massachusetts.  But I had to stand out there on 
that frozen piece of interstate to learn generosity from a 
homeless man.” 
 Looks can be deceiving.  Motives can be misun-
derstood.  And the truth of it is that most people are do-
ing the best they can.  And God is reaching out for hu-
man souls in amazing and unexpected ways. 
 Let me share my own vision of the heavenly 
kingdom.  We’ll be in a place of tranquility and joy.  
There will be no sorrow and no separation, from people 
or from God.  We’ll stand together, basking in God’s 
light and love.  And we’ll all be together, singing God’s 
glory, Martyn Minns – that Bishop of Nigeria --  and 
Bishop Mary Glasspool, together. 
 

 Meanwhile, our mission is to live as if that vi-
sion were already reality.  And to make it so.�
 
FORGIVE  YOURSELF 
A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. Anne Gavin 
Ritchie on June 13, 2010, the Third Sunday after  
Pentecost, based on St. Luke 7:36-8:3 
 
 As many of you know, my son Gavin Amy tried 
to commit suicide late last Sunday.  I cannot tell you how 
much your many expressions of concern and support 
mean to me.  I thought it  might be a good idea to let you 
know some things I’ve learned about the circumstances.  
I’m sure I have only a few pieces of the whole puzzle. 
 Gavin was on approved leave in Balt imore.  He 
is an Army Sergeant, based at Fort Bragg, in training for 
PSYOP, or Psychological Operations, a division of 
Army intelligence.  Because this is an Airborne base, 
Gavin is required to jump out of airplanes from time to 
t ime.  He is also required to learn a language of strategic 
importance.  He requested Russian and was the star of 
his small class. 
 Then this.  First he missed his return date.  Then, 
as I was walking in the door around noon last Monday, I 
heard a message being left on the answering machine.  It 
was a hand surgeon at Johns-Hopkins Hospital, explain-
ing the procedure he had just completed on Gavin’s left 
hand. 
 Here’s the scenario as I now know it.  Gavin was 
on approved leave in Balt imore, meeting up with some 
friends from Ottawa.    Several days later, st ill in Balt i-
more, Gavin realized he was in psychological trouble and 
called the suicide prevention line.  Police arrived at his 
hotel to transport him to Johns Hopkins.  Amazingly – if 
his story is true – Hopkins released him without treat-
ment. 
 Two days later, on the sidewalk just outside his 
hotel, Gavin slit his left wrist, severing two tendons and 
a major nerve.  He did this publicly.  I heard from the 
desk clerk that a taxi driver, wait ing for a fare, actually 
got out of his cab and tried to compress his wound.  In 
this day of AIDS threats, that is an amazing act of cour-
age and kindness. 
 Gavin was transferred to Walter Reed, where, 
ironically, his father served his internship in Medicine 
and residency in Neurology.  He will be evaluated psy-
chologically and receive treatment for his self-inflicted 
injuries.  His immediate superior, First Sergeant Snyder, 
assures me that the Army wants to retain him and return 
him to his program. 
 In the best of scenarios, Gavin has a long, hard 
road ahead of him.  If this action was a cry for help, I 
sure wish he had inflicted a less devastating wound.  
Both his father and I will be there to support and encour-
age him, as well as his many friends. 
 Being of a theological bent, I can’t help but won-
der...  what demons plague him?  Can it be the thought of 
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opportunit ies missed?  People in his life he loved and 
lost?  Confusion about his life’s ult imate purpose? 
 Gavin is extremely bright, but not as outwardly 
expressive as his mother.  He holds so much within.  He 
claims to be an agnostic, but I believe the force of hered-
ity – my Grandfather Gavin was an Episcopal priest and 
General Seminary professor – may one day bring him to 
a new understanding of God. 
 Gavin, like so many young people, avoids 
church.  Is that missing spiritual dimension, a lack of 
reliance on God, at the heart of his distress?   I think it  
was Augustine who wrote about a God-shaped hole in 
our hearts:  “My heart is restless, Lord, until it  rests in 
thee.” 
 Which brings us to today’s Gospel.  There’s a 
seemingly heartless Pharisee, who asks Jesus to dinner 
out of sheer curiosity.  We know he isn’t serious about 
really listening to Jesus because he only half-
acknowledges Jesus’ presence.  Basic acts of hospitality, 
such as making sure Jesus’ dusty feet are washed, go 
undone.  Clearly Jesus is there on approval. 
 Look at the characters:  Jesus, all-accepting, all 
loving.  The Pharisee, living out his training in torah...  
taught that righteous are righteous; sinners are sinners.  
That’s all he knew.  And, unfortunately, all he could 
imagine. 
 Enter the woman “of the city,” some kind of no-
torious sinner.  She must have had some prior, wonderful 
experience of Jesus.  Jesus must have talked with her as 
if she were, as if he knew she were a real human being, 
worthy of all his respect and love.  This changed her life, 
so much so that she risked the rebuke of others to make 
her way to Jesus.  There she provided the honor, the rec-
ognit ion that Simon had intentionally withheld. 
 These are the characters in the story.  But let ’s 
suppose… let’s suppose that the sinner and the Pharisee 
represent conflict ing parts of our own personality.  The 
repentant, the one willing to look at past sins and decide 
that they will not determine the rest of our life.   The 
other, that self-righteous one, who needs no repentance, 
who requires no change of life.  Who doesn’t, when it 
comes right down to it , need God for anything at all. 
 For many of us, these two characters are at war 
in our spirits.  It doesn’t help that secular culture teaches 
self-reliance to an unsustainable degree.   It ’s not healthy 
and it doesn’t work. 
 Self-condemnation doesn’t work either.  Then 
we just give up, unable to imagine a future that is fulfill-
ing and hopeful.  When we self-condemn, we close our-
selves off from the love of people around us.  We close 
ourselves off from God. 
 As a parish priest for 31 years, I’m here to tell 
you that I am not worried about people recognizing and 
lamenting their sins.  Quite the opposite.  What I’m  con-
cerned about are people refusing to accept, long past 
t ime, God’s forgiveness and love.  People who become 

the litt le, mean-spirited Pharisee over their own hearts, 
quick to self-condemn, quick to blame. Is that really the 
way we want to live? 
 They remember and rehearse their own misjudg-
ments, replaying them over and over, never willing to 
give them up and give them over to God’s overwhelm-
ing, uncondit ional and purifying love.  Perhaps they do 
this because opening up to forgiveness and love means 
learning to live a completely new and different way, 
which begins with forgiving and loving yourself. 
 I think it  all comes down to this:  we can either 
play our own litt le, judgmental God or have God.  We 
can acknowledge one or the other, but we can’t know 
both. 
  The God we have does not condemn.   The God 
we have simply calls us to the truth.  The truth includes 
not only the wrongs we have done in the past but all that 
is possible for us in the future.  The truth includes God’s 
inordinate, prodigal love for us confused, selfish and 
sometimes reckless rascals.  (You know, I sometimes 
feel God loves us even more for being like the way we 
sometimes are!) 
 I wish for my beloved son Gavin;  I wish for my-
self;  I wish for all of you and us that we make the choice 
to accept forgiveness.  God has forgiven us before we 
ask.  All we have to do is say yes. 
 What are we wait ing for? 
 
 WE  ARE  ALL  ONE  
 A sermon preached by the Reverend Anne Gavin 
Ritchie on June 20, 2010, the Fourth Sunday after Pente-
cost, based on Galatians 3:23-29 and St. Luke 8:26-37. 
 
 As some of you may know, I am not one of St. 
Paul’s biggest fans.  I admire him for his learning, his 
supreme intelligence.  He does not, on the other hand, 
seem like he was the easiest person to get along with.  He 
seems also to have had major difficult ies with his sense 
of pride.  Almost at the same time he writes of “boasting 
only in the Lord” he can’t help but slip in some self-
congratulatory remark.  I believe that Paul also was re-
sponsible for the shift from following Jesus – which Je-
sus invites us to do – to worshiping him – which I don’t 
believe Jesus had any interest in.  “Why do you call me 
good?”  Jesus asks a would-be disciple.  “No one is good 
but God alone.” 
 However, one of Paul’s greatest statements is 
enshrined in today’s reading from Galatians.  In the con-
text of baptism Paul teaches, “There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 
male and female, for all of you are one in Christ.” 
 Paul, the former persecutor of Christ ians, now 
understands that when we share Christ, all divisions 
break down.   Ethnic, religious, class and gender differ-
ences no longer have relevance.  We are all one in the 
love of Jesus Christ.  Radically one, completely one.  We 
are truly brothers and sisters, fellow children of God. 
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 Easier said than lived.  There is some perverse 
streak in human nature that wants to see divisions, that 
wants to set boundaries.  Human nature seems to want to 
put some people in the right, while others are perma-
nently wrong.  I can only suppose that this instinct comes 
from some ancient survival mechanism – your tribe must 
suffer so my tribe can flourish.  We carry that ancient, 
outmoded instinct into the 21st-century at our own risk. 
 Now more than ever before, the global commu-
nity is one.  We see that what the Tokyo stock market did 
while we were sleeping has a direct bearing on our own 
stock exchange.  Look at the wide-ranging effects of vol-
canic ash on the air industry and world economies a 
month or so ago.  I wouldn’t be surprised if the devastat-
ing oil flow in the Gulf of Mexico eventually affects 
countries on the other side of the Atlantic. 
 Our fortunes on this planet are t ied together.  We 
just keep acting as if they were not, even when some-
thing is drawing us to a more faithful response.  I’m re-
minded of the story of a young black minister, who had 
received a call from a prominent white Christ ian leader 
asking him out for lunch. 
 During their lunch, the white minister confessed 
that he had been having a hard t ime sleeping at night.    
He told him “ I just got back from an annual conference 
on reconciliat ion and cross-cultural ministry.  When 
black church leaders come into the meeting, we act re-
spectfully and make them feel included.  But the truth is 
that all the major decisions have already been made.  In 
their absence, people joke and even use the N-word. 
 “ I don’t like the fact that I sat there and did noth-
ing to stop it .  But I’d really like to be your colleague and 
friend.  How can we get to know each other?” 
 The black minister told him, “Well, one of my 
favorite things to do is cook out.  Why don’t you come 
over to my house?  Bring your wife and meet my wife, 
and we’ll just sit and talk and get to know each other.  
 I’ll barbecue some steaks and we’ll start there.” 
 The black minister wrote down his home phone 
number and address and asked him to call.  He never 
heard from him again. 
 Sometimes old patterns of division and differ-
ence feel insurmountable. 
 The Episcopal Church is experiencing further 
punishments for having consecrated Mary Glasspool as 
Suffragan Bishop of Los Angeles.  In response, a disap-
proving Archbishop of Canterbury suggested that Epis-
copal leaders involved in ecumenical dialogue should 
voluntarily resign from such groups.  Next the Secretary 
General of the Anglican Communion informed them that 
their membership had been discontinued.  (This includes 
the Reverend Dr. Kathy Grieb of Virginia Seminary.) 
 New affronts came just last week when our Pre-
siding Bishop, the Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts 
Schori arrived in England to accept an invitation to 
preach and celebrate at a cathedral in South London.  She 
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was informed by Lambeth Palace (that means the 
Archbishop of Canterbury) that she should refrain from 
wearing her mitre, the pointed hat that bishops have tra-
dit ionally worn for thousands of years.  Gamely, Bishop 
Katharine went ahead, carrying, not wearing her mitre.  
(This incident has now been dubbed “Mitregate.”)  Not 
only that, but before she arrived her office was required 
to re-send proof – get this – of her ordinations as deacon, 
as priest and as bishop, a formality she complied with 
years ago!  With typical restraint, Bishop Katharine sim-
ply said it  was “bizarre.” 
 The Episcopal Church and the larger Anglican 
Communion have to decide on what basis we achieve 
and celebrate unity.  Will it  mean all of us agreeing on 
every detail of dogma and doctrine?   It  never has before.  
Or will that “ large tent” of tradit ional Anglicanism, re-
specting divergent theologies and understandings of 
God’s grace ult imately prevail?  When will we, like the 
Gerasene demoniac, “come into our right mind”? 
 I was very impressed by the thinking of bible 
commentator Robert Leslie.  Here’s what he writes about 
today’s Gospel passage:  “Whether the causal factors 
were ever really uncovered, the final scene, showing the 
‘demoniac’ restored to normalcy, sitt ing and talking with 
Jesus, suggests the renewal of communication – the 
breakthrough from isolation to interpersonal relation-
ship… It is not strange that the man wanted to stay with 
Jesus.  Having found someone who had helped him ac-
cept himself and to see himself in a more meaningful 
way of life, he wanted to hold on to this new interpreter 
of life, but Jesus would have none of it .  The real test of 
life, he knew so well, was in the resumption of daily 
tasks at home among old friends. 
 “But even here the pattern of life was changed, 
for now the man was no longer occupied with his own 
troubles but was commissioned to tell of the changes 
God had made in his life.  His orientation was no longer 
on himself; but on his relationship with God.  No wonder 
that men marveled at the transformation.” 
 That’s what it ’s all about, isn’t it?   Transforma-
tion…  from focus on self and tribe and self-preservation 
and certainty about old prejudices into new ways of 
thinking and acting.  New ways of experiencing our radi-
cal connection with one another, with our planet and 
with God.  Ways that don’t include preventing ordina-
t ions or denying the authority of a bishop. 
 Another writer has this to say:  “ I believe that the 
real difference in the American church is not between 
conservatives and liberals, fundamentalists and charis-
matics, or Republicans and Democrats.  The real differ-
ence is between the aware and unaware.” 
 What is it  that we need to be aware of?  We need 
to be aware of the love of God for all God’s children.  
We need to be aware of the gifts God has given us, and 
of the responsibility we have in using them wisely.  We  
                       Cont. on next page�
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need to be aware of the preciousness of life, and the lim-
ited t ime we have to love. 
 Whatever demons assail us, let us break through 
the barriers that recklessly divide us and finally, as a peo-
ple and as a church – and, with the help of Jesus – “come 
to our right mind” – and a new way of life. 



 
Church of the Resurrection 
2280 North Beauregard Street 
Alexandria, VA 22311-2299 
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September 12—Homecoming Celebration 
September 19 --Church School Begins 
October       3 —St. Francis’ Day observed 
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July 4         Coffee & Conversation 
July 11       Sermon discussion 
July 18       “Uppity Women of the Bible” part 3 
July 25       “Uppity Women of the Bible” part 4 
August 1     Conversation with the Rector 
August 8     Sermon Discussion 
August 15   Coffee and Conversation 
August 22   Sermon Discussion 
August 29   Coffee and Conversation 

DON’T BE LEFT OUT 
We are currently updating our data base.  If 
you haven’t already done so, please take time 
to fill out a Household Information Form 
(there’s a handy one on the page 11).  Our goal 
is to have current information on everyone, 
especially email addresses.  So make sure we 
have yours so you don’t miss out on any cur-
rent events around Resurrection! 
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QUEST GROUPS gather every 
month in people’s homes for refresh-
ment, fellowship, and spiritually-
oriented discussion.  We are gathering 
all the groups to share ideas, conver-
sation and a simple Eucharist on 
Thursday, August 5th from 7:30 pm.  
We also invite anyone interested in 
learning about the QUEST GROUP 
experience.  Please join us! 


