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Our Presiding Bishop's Letter... and Challenge

A recent series of formal letters has our Pregi@iishop, the Most Reverend
Katharine Jefferts-Schori and Archbishop of CaniertiRowan Williams essentially
squaring off on the issue of ordaining gay andidaspersonsto Holy Orders. The
precipitating issue is the recent consecration ahyMGslasspool as Suffragan Bishop
of the Diocese of Los Angeles. Bishop Mary way dilected by the people of her
diocese and her election was ratified by a majarftBishops and Standing
Committees of the entire Episcopal Church. Thett lmes not impress Archbishop
Rowan. (His Church of England does not operateodeabically, but is tied, for
better and worse, to the Crown.)

Gene Robinson’s consecration as Bishop of New tshimp in 2003 rocked
the Anglican world. He was in a long-term, monogasiand commited relationship
with another man. The people of the Diocese of Nampshire knew him well,
because he had served as their “Canon to the Qydimasisting their beloved
Bishop for many years before retirement. Thenthéh joy, elected Gene to be
their Bishop.

Fast-forward to 2010. Now, against the wishesrahbishop Williams, who
hoped our Episcopal Church might suspend furthesecration of gays or lesbians as
bishop, Mary Glasspodlasbecome a Bishop. She came having asshstebishop,
the Right Reverend Eugene Suttonh&sCanon to the Ordinary. Her consecration
was celebrated in Los Angeles in a service whosathwas “Rejoice!” Bishop
Katharine presided.

In his Pentecost letter, Archbishop Rowan expiebksgdispleasure,
suggesting that as punishment, Episcopal Churchbaesiinvolved in ecumenical
dialogue should resign. Shortly after, the Seeyephthe Anglican Communion
essentially fired several people from such dialognmups, including our brilliant and
devoted New T estament scholar and Virginia Semiperfessor, the Reverend Dr.
Kathy Grieb. They were, however, allowed to renmagrobservers/consultants.

In response to all this, here are only a few eptseof Bishop Katharine’s
Pentecodt letter. Her words speak for themselves:

“Pentecost continues! ...The recent statement &yArichbishop of
Canterbury about the struggles within the Angli€@mmunion seemsto equate
Pentecost with a single understanding of gospéiiessa.. This Spirit does seem to be
saying to many within The Episcopal Church that gagl lesbian persons are God’s
good creation, that an aspect of good creationdagbssibility of lifelong, faithful
partnership, and that such persons may indeedde gjod healthy exemplars of
gifted leadership within the Church, as baptizediées and ordained ones.”

“That growing awareness does not deny the relity many Anglicans and
not a few Episcopalians still fervently hold tramiital views about human sexuality.
This Episcopal Church is a broad and inclusive ghdant to hold that variety. The
willingness to live in tension is a hallmark of Aicgnism, beginning from its roots in



Please keep in your prayers:

Names on the Prayer List ar
shown for one month, unless ya
let us know they should b
retained for longer.

Pray for those currently
serving in the armed services
around the world:
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We extend our sympathy tg
the family and friends of those
who have died:
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Rest eternal grant to them, O
Lord; And let light perpetual
shine upon them.
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Message from the Rector, cont.
Celtic Chrigtianity pushing up against Roman Chaigty in the centuries of
the first millennium.”

“The baptismal covenant prayed in this Churchniorethan 30 years
calls us to respect the dignity of all persons@marges us with ongoing labor
toward a holy society of justice and peace. Thatdédmental understanding of
Christian vocation underlies our hearing of theri§pi this context and around
these issues of human sexuality. That same uadelisg of Christian voca-
tion encourages us to hold our convictions wit Hisight humility that we can
affirm the image of God in the person who disagngés us. We believe that
the Body of Christ is only found when such divers#t welcomed with abun-
dant and radical hospitality.”

AMEN. | encourage youto readthe Presiding Biskentire letter by
accessing the website ofthe Episcopal Church dRethink and pray; and
let’stak about it, together.

[Carpenter’'s Shelter Dinner. Our bi-monthly commitment jo

OUTREACH
SUMMER IS OUTREACH TIME!!

ALIVE! Food Distribution needs volunteers especiall):lS
are

during the summer months when many regular voluntee
away. Mark your calendar now to come and help on the

following Saturday Mornings 8:30—Noon.
July 31
August 28

serve Sunday dinner to 60-80 shelter residents falls on poth

summer holiday weekends.
July 4
September 5
If you can help by contributing food or joining in serving
meal either day, please contact Maureen Bryant,

maureen229@yahoo.com03-920-7520.

he

August. We will again be collecting school items or finarfcial
donations to help Alexandria’s neediest chlldren get off Jo a
good start this fall.

School Supplies.Plan ahead to contribute school supplisF in
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May 16 102 Kat Turner,Senior Warden
2010 Budget $274,512 | W\ ay 23 110 Michelle M cBride,Associate
May 30 90 Senior Warden
Budget: (Jan.-May.) $114,380] June 6 100 Terry KesterJunior Warden
Actual: (Jan.-May.) 110,217] June 13 93 Larry Huskin,Associate Junior
OverUnder Budget: (4,163) | June 20 86 Warden
.% June 27 88 _ .
Expenses: (Jan.-May.) $118,34 Laila Al
Collections (Jan.-May.) 110,21 Bob Barnett
Difference: (8,170 Jacki Bracewell
Betsy Faga
“Thank you” to each of you for Kenneth Gay
your generosity and continual Kathy Graham
support in helping to meet our Marian Stevens
budget for 2010. Bea Taylor
Kate Donnell Register
Frances WilliamsonTreasurer
SARARARRRRRRRAR RVUIIIIUUUUUURURS USRS
& 7/01  Nichole McBride g» ¢»7/20 Larry Dye e g 8/02 Joyce Nabatanzi o
& 7/02  Elizabeth Jones gt g 7/20 Jane McCabe & g 8/04 Susan Etter o
s: 7/03 Norman Taylor 5:: 5:: 7/20  Milford John-Williams 5:: 5:: 8/05 Richard DeMeester s:
& 7/04 DeenaJaworski & & 7/21 Stephen Cook & % 8/06 Diane Asuncion Gy
B 7/04 Kathy Parnell % ® 7/23 Lynette Miserez . f 8/08 Carlin Gray B
',7/05 Holly Stevens ™ ®7/24 Betty Beale ' X 8/10 Doris Wallace %
'.7/06  William Dosch, Jr'& ’&.7/24  David Paulk '\ 8.8/16 Elizabeth White S
e 7/06  Edmund Merife g oA 7/26  Bilie Boyden s g 8/16  Kate Donnell o
9: 7/09  Gladys Moniba 9\ 9: 7/27  Reilly Bellow-Vicks 9: 9: 8/17 Yonas Berhe 9:
B 7/12 Sanelma Sutton g B 7/28 Benito Muniz LN 8/19 Edwina John-Williams B
B 7/14 Lou Zar_fas_ B R 7/31 Pr_iscilla Tennent R 8/20 Ken Adams B
B 7/14  Anne Ritchie B 7/31 Michael Noe R 8/22 Charity Barnett B
R, 7/14 Nora Grafton L 7/31 Shanti Chang L 8/29 Christopher Hainge R,
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THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF JERUSALEM

Because our parish has a wonderful Children's Gantehich students with various disabilities arainstreamed, the
news from a school which now mainstreams studémbaigh 12th grade may be of particular interesilllquote from

the most recent Jerusalem Diocese news.

It's a great joy to share with each of you how pgraa are of our students. On Sunday, May 30 thaguzated from the
Princess Basma School in East Jerusalem. Thégifast classto complete 12 grades in this stivbich main-
streams disabled and able bodied children. Sewdiao on to university and all will bring the #ls and courage

they acquired in this remarkable place. Theo8¢ha part of the Princess Basma Centre, is ageiom inclusive edu-
cation and was established in 1987. It starteld it students and now has over 750 students in. KHi includes 33
physically disabled, 74 hearing impaired and 6dthildren. The success at Princess Basma Sclasqiiompted
other Palestinian schools to mainstream their sppaeieds children, givingthem a chance to becatiesgpporting
contributors to their communities. 20% of theffsatathe Centre is disabled as well. Special sesstlicators are given
employment priority here, allowing them to becommke models for studentsYour recent gits which provided a van, sum-
mer camp and desperately needed scholarships have made this p&dséde.continue to provide for their futures. Offer your
congratulations to these graduatesh@t@b asma-centre.omand offer your prayers for their continued success.

If you wish to contribute to the Princess Basma School, you may indicate that when you donate to The Ameirican Friends
of the Episcopal Diocese of Jeusalem at: American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem

25 Old King's Highway North, Suite 13
Darien, CT 06820
www.AFEDJ.org Barbara Bishop

Why Write a Will?
The planning and writing of a will is both a family obligation and a personal pevileg

We live in a nation of laws. During all of our lifetime, different laws agplys. When we are born, our birth is

registered as required by law. During life, we comply with legal requiresmemturchasing a home, in paying taxes,

in securing a passport and in many more of life's activities.

When we die, our life's passing is noted in securing a death certificate &edpirobate process. In all of life's
activities, the law is there.

One of the most important legal opportunities each of us face pertains taurlesofuinership of the possession
God has permitted us to accumulate. Before we die, we can make a will thatimktevho will receive our estatg

In the event we do not have a will, the court or others will decide for us, often ignoring artantpreferences|.

Deciding not to write a will suggests a misunderstanding of stewardship akdo& ¢avic responsibility. It is a los
opportunity to demonstrate our love to those whom we cherish.

Every person has the legal right to make a will. Details of your will inclnd @aming of an executor, deciding
who will serve as guardians of minor children, providing guidelines conaehow they will be raised. It will alsg
determine the use of your accumulated assets and help you express gratithdélf@'sablessings by providing
gifts to the charity or charities of your choice.

Life involves a string of choices, and the most important choices we make invelusda and disposition of wh
we have. This is called stewardship, the management of our resources.

Our acts during our lifetime become a statement of our faith. Our last act, bgewies as a final testimony ¢
our faith journey in life. We exercise a spiritual privilege when we plan aie avwill.

For additional assistance, you may want to contact your attorney. Or, peooapsyid like to talk with the
Rector or one of the members of the Vestry. The Rector can provide basic inforratiomwidls and bequests, as
well as relate various ways others have included Church of the Resurrection and atities ah their estate plans
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Your discussions with her will be strictly confidential. —Marian White
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JUDGING OTHERS
A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. Anne Gavir
Ritchie on May 16, 2010, the Seventh Sunday o€Eas;
based on The Revelation to John 22:12-21.

I’ve never been particularly devotedto the las
book of the Bible, the Revelation to John. | firedim-
agery fanciful and confusing, what with seven seats
beasts of the land and sea and rivers turningtodol As
one commentator puts it, “Because of intricate amd
usual symbolic language, the Book of Revelatiomaisd
for modem people to read. They are not useditkihd
of literature. Not so for people in the ancientrdawvho
would have been more accustomedto the complexeq
of apocalyptic literature... Also, apocalyptic litienee
was almost always a kind of literature for ‘insileit
was written for people who already knew somethihg
the situation and ofthe symbols that were usqubttray
it.”

—
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Whether John the Elder was exiled to the island

of Patmos, or Patmos was just a stop on his pregchi
circuit, his words were meant to encourage menfers
the early Church. He experiencedthe religious@od
litical force of Roman rule as athreat. And itswa

When Revelation was written, the Emperor Domitian

had instituted a new imperial sanctuary dedicabdds
father. Domitian was a strong-willed ruler who Hitte
patience for Christian followers of“the way.” Aiiti

zens were expectedto show proper reverence by wor-

shipping the emperor.

In the passage we read today from the last cf
ter of Revelation, an angelic army has defeatednSard
the beast from the sea, a stand-in for Emperor Dami
A new Jerusalem has been established on eartihean
the imagery is stunning: the “water of life, bitigis
crystal, flows from thethrone of God through thizldre
of the street of the city. On either side of tverr is the
tree of life, with its twelve kinds of fruit, proding its
fruit every month.” Here is perfect peace and ‘tieal-
ing of nations.”

But...not for everyone The people who put
our lectionary together decided to leave ou some e
tremely interesting verses in today’s readingt after a
verse that was included, “Blessed are those whb was
their robes, so that they will have the right te tiee of
life and may enter the city by the gates” corinés
“Ouside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicatods
murderers and idolators, and everyone who loves an
practices falsehood.”

Also missing from today’s readingtisis. “warn
everyone who hearsthe words of the prophecy ef thi
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add thgpép-

ap-

son the plagues described in this book; if anyakes
away from the words of the book of this prophecgdG
will take away that person’s share inthe tredfefdnd
in the holy city...” Hmm... | suppose the designers g
our lectionary have gotten themselves in trouble!

Given the persecution so many early Christial
faced, | can understandthis needto place somgle&ro
God’s graces and others outside. It must have &eias:
fyingto imagine a world free of Roman oppressan,
way of life in which Christians could freely folloand
serve their beloved Lord. How wonderful to loak-f
ward to Jesus coming soon, to bring an end tolgarth
trouble and pain.

But this vision of the new Jerusalem, so tied
particular situation in the life ofthe struggliegrly
Church, can be used to distort the Gospel. WHesnta
literally it can leadto the same kind of self-tighus
judgmentalism that Jesus himself condemned.

Remember that ridiculouseft Behindseries?
The righteous were taken up directly into heaverty o
their clothes were left, (neatly folded, by the \aif
you happenedto be in an airplane at the timea$§tip-
posed “rapture,” you'd have to hope that at leas af
the pilots was wicked enough to be left to landpteme!

Many of our Christian brothers and sisters, wi
insist on reading the BibMithout studying jtare quick
to judge others as being less faithful, less “Gbiyan
they are. | vividly remember a certain member of my
Seminary class, (who is now a Bishop in the Chafch
Nigeria), who was deeply offended by the way Script
was being taught. He hadno interest in leambaa
strands of tradition, about how the real-life diteaof
writers and editors shaped the way the Bible was co
structed. He would carry his zip-up Bible arouwidld-
ing it as a kind of religious weapon, eager to llalg
New T estament professors “sub-Christian.” His goal
was to leave the seminary unchanged, with hisioeigy
assumptions intact.

He left the Episcopal Church for the Church ¢
Nigeria, but I'm sure he is offended and horrifladyes-
terday’s consecration of Mary Glasspool as Suffnaga
Bishop of Los Angeles. What isthe problem? Bisho
Glasspool, who was a highly-regarded Canon to the
Bishop of Maryland, is partnered with awoman. {¥he
have been together in a committed, faithful retasidp
for twenty-twoyears For some, her consecration as g
bishop clearly signalsthe end of the Church abave
known it.

| don’t mean to suggest that all things should
accepted or are acceptable. From time to timeesain
to use our ability to discern what is good for ogl ahat

be

is not. Sometimes we needto remove ourselves frovln




toxic situations, or separate ourselves from urthgal
relationships. But even then, it doesn't helpausarbor
negative or hateful thoughts about other people nddy,
move on, but we don’t have to condemn. We leaget
judging up to God. When waon't we set ourselves up
for a rude awakening.

There is a marvelous story the authoThé Per-
fect Stomtells about himself. Long before he wrote t
bestselling novel, Sebastian Junger decided tbtike
acrossthe country. Here's how he describes aouenc
ter he had just after a blizzard in Gillette, Wy o

After two or three hours | saw a man working
way toward me along the on-ramp from town. He wg
filthy canvas coveralls and carried a black luncikpand
as he gotcloser | could see that his hair was ethit a
way that occurs only after months on the skidsutimy
hand on the pepper spray inmy pocketand turndddi
him.

“You been out here long?” he asked. | noddg
“Where you headed?” “California.” “Warm out theré.
“Yup.” “You gotenough food?”

d.

| thought about this. Clearly he didn’t have any,

and if | admitted that | did, he'd ask for somdat
would mean opening my backpack and revealing all
expensive camping gear. | feltalone and ripepibr
lage, and | justdidn’t want that. “l got some ese,” |
said.

“You won’'t make it to California with justa lit-
tle cheese,” he said. “You'll starve.”

At first | didn’tunderstand. What was he say
exactly? | keptmy hand on the pepper spray.

“Believe me,” he said, ‘1 know. I'm living in a
car back in town, and every day | walk outto theerto
see if they need me. Today they don’t so | womrtded
ing this lunch of mine.”

He opened hisbox. It was a typical churchm
— a bologna sandwich, an apple, and a bag of chips.
kept protesting, but he wouldn't hear of it. ldfily took
his lunch, and watched him walk toward town.

| learned a lot of things in college. | learned
things in Europe and in Mexico and in my home tofvr
Belmont, Massachusetts. Butl had to stand out tbe
that frozen piece of interstate to learn generofiiyn a
homeless man.”

Looks can be deceiving. Motives can be mis
derstood. Andthe truth of it isthat most pecgrke do-
ing the best they can. And God is reaching ouhier
man souls in amazing and unexpected ways.

Let me share mgwnvision of the heavenly
kingdom. We'll be in a place of tranquility ang/jo
There will be no sorrow and no separation, fromgbeo
or from God. We'll ssandtogether, basking in God’
light and love. And we’ll all be together, singitgpd's
glory, Martyn Minns — that Bishop of Nigeria -- én
Bishop Mary Glasspootpgether

my

eal

Meanwhile, our mission is to live as ifthat vi-
sion were already reality. Andto make it so.

FORGIVE YOURSELF

A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. Anne Gauvir]
Ritchie on June 13, 2010, the Third Sunday after
Pentecost, based on St. Luke 7:36-8:3

As many of you know, my son Gavin Amy trigd
to commit suicide late last Sunday. | cannotyeli how
much your many expressions of concern and suppon
mean to me. |thought it might be a good ideatgdu
know some things I've learned about the circumstang
I'm sure | have only a few pieces of the whole peizz

Gavin was on approved leave in Baltimore. He
is an Army Sergeant, based at Fort Bragg, in tnajrfior
PSYOP, or Psychological Operations, a division of
Army intelligence. Because this is an Airbomeehas
Gavin is required to jump out of airplanes from ¢ito
time. He is also required to learn a languagetraf exgic
importance. He requested Russian and was thefstar
his small class.

Thenthis. First he missed his return date. Then
as | was walking in the door around noon last Mgndla
heard a message being left on the answering macttine
was a hand surgeon at Johns-Hopkins Hospital, expla
ing the procedure he had just completed on Gavit's
hand.

Here’'sthe scenario as| now know it. Gavin yas
on approved leave in Baltimore, meeting up with eon
friends from Ottawa. Several days later, stilBalti-
more, Gavin realized he was in psychological treac
called the suicide prevention line. Police arriaetiis
hotel to transport him to Johns Hopkins. Amazingiy
his story is true — Hopkins released him withoattr
ment.

Two days later, on the sidewalk just outside his
hotel, Gavin slit his left wrist, severing two temd and
a major nerve. He did this publicly. | heard frtime
desk clerk that ataxi driver, waiting for a faaetually
got out of his cab andtried to compress his wound.
this day of AIDS threats,that is an amazing acafr-
age and kindness.

Gavin was transferredto Walter Reed, wherg,
ironically, his father served his intemship in NMgade
and residency in Neurology. He will be evaluateyg-p
chologically and receivetreatment for his selfiinéd
injuries. His immediate superior, First Sergeanyder,
assures me that the Army wantsto retain him aname
him to his program.

In the best of scenarios, Gavin has a long, hard
road ahead of him. If this action was a cry fophke
sure wish he had inflicted a less devastating wound
Both his father and | will be there to support amdour-
age him, as well as his many friends.

Being of atheological bent, | can't help but wpn-
der... what demons plague him? Can it be thegtnoaf




opportunities missed? People in his life he losied
lost? Confusion abou his life’s ultimate purpose?

Gavin is extremely bright, but not as outwardl
expressive as his mother. He holds so much witHia.
claims to be an agnostic, but | believe the forfdeeped-
ity — my Grandfather Gavin was an Episcopal praesi
General Seminary professor — may one day bring ain
a new understanding of God.

Gavin, like so many young people, avoids
church. Isthat missing spiritual dimension, & lat
reliance on God, atthe heart of his distresghink it
was Augustine who wrote about a God-shaped hole |n
our hearts: “My heart is restless, Lord, untileists in
thee.”

<
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Which brings us to today's Gospel. There's &
seemingly heartless Pharisee, who asks Jesusrierdin
out of sheer curiosity. We know he isn't seriobeat
really lisseningto Jesus because he only half-
acknowledges Jesus’ presence. Basic acts of htitgpit
such as making sure Jesus’ dusty feet are washed, ¢
undone. Clearly Jesus is there on approval.

Look at the characters: Jesus, all-accepting, (all
loving. The Pharisee, living out his training@rah...
taught that righteous are righteous; sinners amess.
That’s allhe knew. And, unfortunately, all he kcbu
imagine.

Enter the woman “of the city,” some kind of np-
torious sinner. She must have had some prior, ibulg
experience of Jesus. Jesus must havetalked eitash
if she were, as if henewshe were a real human being,
worthy of all his respect and love. This changedllfie,
so much sothat she risked the rebuke of othersdae
her way to Jesus. There she providedthe honorgett:
ognitionthat Simon had intentionally withheld.

These are the characters in the story. But letfs
suppose... let’s suppose that the sinner and thedebkaf
represent conflicting parts of our own personalitthe
repentant,the one willing to look at past sins dacide
that they willnotdeterminethe rest of our life. The
other, that self-righteous one, who needs no repest,
who requires no change of life. Who doesn't, witen
comes right down to it, need God for anything &t al

For many of us, these two characters are at War
in our spirits. It doesn’t help that secular cuttteaches
self-reliance to an unsustainable degree. Itt$wealhy
and it doesn’t work.

Self-condemnation doesn’t work either. Ther
we just give up, unable to imagine a future thduilisll-
ing and hopeful. When we self-condemn, we cloge qu
selves off fromthe love of people around us. \ldse
ourselves off from God.

As a parish priest for 31 years, I'm here to tel
youthat | am not worried about people recogniand
lamenting their sins. Quite the opposite. \WWHnatcon-
cerned about are people refusingto accept, losg pa
time, God's forgiveness and love. People who b&'e:orln

the little, mean-spirited Pharisee overtheir owartts,
quick to self-condemn, quick to blame. Is thatllythe
way we want to live?

They remember and rehearse their own misjudg-

ments, replayingthem over and over, never wiltimg
give them up and give them over to God’s overwheln
ing, unconditional and purifying love. Perhapstiue
this because opening up to forgiveness and lovaisne
learning to live a completely new and different way
which begins with forgiving and lovingpurself.

I think it all comes down to this: we can eithe
play our own little, judgmental God baveGod. We
can acknowledge one orthe other, but we can’t knov
both.

The God wehavedoes not condemn. The Gd
we havesimply calls usto the truth. The truth include
not only the wrongs we have done in the past bthat
is possible for us in the future. The truth inesdsod’'s
inordinate, prodigal love for us confused, selfsiu
sometimes reckless rascals. (You know, | sometime)
feel God loves us evenorefor being likethe way we
sometimes are!)

I wish for my beloved son Gavin; | wish for m
self; | wish for all of you and us that we make thoice
to accept forgiveness. God has forgiven us befere
ask. All we have to do is sggs

What are we waiting for?

WE ARE ALL ONE

A sermon preached by the Reverend Anne G
Ritchie on June 20, 2010, the Fourth Sunday aftent&
cost, based on Galatians 3:23-29 and St. Luke 826-

As some of you may know, | am not one of Sf.

Paul's biggest fans. | admire him for his leaminig
supreme intelligence. He does not, onthe othedha
seem like he was the easiest person to get alding e
seems also to have had major difficutties withdeisse
of pride. Almost at the same time he writes ofd#iing
only in the Lord” he can’t help but slip in somdfse
congratulatory remark. | believe that Paul alss rex
sponsible for the shift frorfollowing Jesus — which Je-
sus invites usto do — tworshipinghim —which | don't
believe Jesus had any interest in. “Why do yoluroal
good?” Jesus asks a would-be disciple. “No orge @
but God alone.”

However, one of Paul’'s greatest statements i
enshrined in today’s reading from Galatians. k& ¢hn-
text of baptism Paul teaches, “There is no longer dr
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, thereiknger
male andfemale, for all of you are one in Christ.”

Paul, the former persecutor of Christians, nov
understands that when we share Christ, all divssion
break down. Ethnic, religious, class and gendésre
ences no longer have relevance. We are all otteein
love of Jesus Christ. Radically one, completelg.owe
are truly brothers and sisters, fellow childrerGafd.

-

il

n

[}

y_

avin




Easier said than lived. There is some perver
streak in human nature that wants to see divisibras,

bE

wantsto set boundaries. Human nature seems tiotovgin

put some people in the right, while others are @erm

nently wrong. | can only suppose that this ingtagumes
from some ancient survival mechanism — your trilostn

suffer so my tribe can flourish. We carry thatiantg
outmoded instinct into the 21st-century at our aisk.

Now more than ever before, the global comm
nity isone. We see that what the Tokyo stock retadid
while we were sleeping has a direct bearing onowar
stock exchange. Look atthe wide-ranging effetisob
canic ash on the air industry and world economies a
month or so ago. | wouldn’t be surprised if the aisat -
ing oil flow in the Gulf of Mexico eventually affex
countries on the other side of the Atlantic.

Our fortunes onthis planet are tiedtogether.
just keep acting as if they were not, even whenesom
thing is drawing us to a more faithful responsen re-
minded of the story of a young black minister, waxd
received a call from a prominent white Christiaader
asking him out for lunch.

During their lunch, the white minister confess
that he had been having a hardtime sleeping ht.nig
He told him“I just got back from an annual confere
on reconciliation and cross-cultural ministry. \he
black church leaders come into the meeting, waeact
spectfully and makethem feelincluded. But thutris
that all the major decisions have already been made
their absence, people joke and even use the N-word

“l don’t like the fact that | sat there and dickimo

ing to stop it. But I'dreally like to be your dedgue an
friend. How can we getto know each other?”

The black minister told him, “Well, one of my
favorite things to do is cook out. Why don’t yoante

overto my house? Bring your wife and meet my wife

and we’ll just sit and talk and get to know eadhent

I'll barbecue some steaks and we'll start therg

The black minister wrote down his home pho

number and address and asked him to call. He neve

heard from him again.

Sometimes old patterns of division and differ-

ence feel insurmountable.

The Episcopal Church is experiencing further

punishments for having consecrated Mary Glassp®o
Suffragan Bishop of Los Angeles. In responsesayd
proving Archbishop of Canterbury suggested thasEp
copal leaders involved in ecumenical dialogue sthoul
voluntarily resign from such groups. Next the $tary

General of the Anglican Communion informed thent t

their membership had been discontinued. (T hisidres
the Reverend Dr. Kathy Grieb of Virginia Seminary.)
New affronts came just last week when our P
siding Bishop, the Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts
Schori arrived in Englandto accept an invitation t
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preach and celebrate at a cathedral in South Lon8b|e1

was informed by Lambeth Palace (that meansthe
Archbishop of Canterbury) that she should refragmf
wearing her mitre, the pointed hat that bishopshea
ditionally worn for thousands of years. GamelsHgip
Katharine went ahead, carrying, not wearing herenit
(T his incident has now been dubbed “Mitregate.9t N
only that, but before she arrived her office wagumreed
to re-send proof — get this — of her ordinationsleecon
as priest and as bishop, a formality she complid¢d w
years ago! With typical restraint, Bishop Kathargim-
ply said it was “bizarre.”

The Episcopal Church and the larger Anglica
Communion haveto decide on what basis we achiey
and celebrate unity. Will t mean all of us agnegon
every detail of dogma and doctrine? It neverliedsre.
Or will that “large tent” of traditional Anglicanis, re-

b specting divergent theologies and understandings of
God’s grace ultimately prevail? When will we, likee
Gerasene demoniac, “come into our right mind”?

| was very impressed by the thinking of bible
commentator Robert Leslie. Here’s what he writesia
today’s Gospel passage: “Whetherthe causal factor
were ever really uncovered, the final scene, shgue
‘demoniac’ restoredto normalcy, sitting and tatkinith
Jesus, suggests the renewal of communication — the
breakthrough from isolation to interpersonal reati
ship... It isnot strange that the man wanted to sty
Jesus. Having found someone who had helped him
cept himself and to see himself in a more meaningfu
way of life, he wantedto hold on to this new imptreter
of life, but Jesus would have none of it. The tea of
life, he knew so well, was in the resumption ofydai
tasks at home among old friends.

“But even here the pattern of life was change
for nowthe man was no longer occupied with his own
troubles but was commissionedto tell of the change
God had made in his life. His orientation was owger
on himself; but on his relationship with God. Norder
that men marveled at the transformation.”

That’s what it’s all about, isn't it?Transforma-
tion... from focus on self andtribe and self-preseoral
and certainty about old prejudices into new ways of
thinking and acting. New ways of experiencing madi-
cal connection with one another, with our planet an
with God. Waysthation't include preventing ordina-
tions or denyingthe authority of a bishop.

Another writer hasthisto say: “I believe thae
real difference in the American church is not betrnve
conservatives and liberals, fundamentalists andssha
matics, or Republicans and Democrats. The refardif
ence is between the aware and unaware.”

What is it that we needto be aware of? Wer
to be aware ofthe love of God falt God's children.
We need to be aware of the gifts God has giveand,
of the responsibility we have in using them wisely/e

Cont. on next pag
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need to be aware of the preciousness of life, lradim-
itedtime we have to love.

Whatever demons assail us, let us breakthrough
the barriers that recklessly divide us and finaly,a peg
ple and as a church —and, with the help of JeSusme
to our right mind” — and a new way of life.




Church of the Resurrection
2280 North Beauregard Street
Alexandria, VA 22311-2299

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Coffee & C ; QUEST GROUPS gather every
SO e & ~onversaton month in people’s homes for refresh-
ermon discussion fell hi d soirituall

“Uppity Women of the Bible” part 3 m?nt’ e O_WS Ip,_ and spirtually- )

“Uppity Women of the Bible” part 4 oriented discussion. We are gathellng

Conversation with the Rector all the groups to share ideas, conver-

August 8  Sermon Discussion sation and a simple Eucharist on

August 15 Coffee and Conversation Thursday, August 5th from 7:30 pn}

August 22 Sermon Discussion We also invite anyone interested in
August 29 Coffee and Conversation :

learning about the QUEST GROUR

experience. Please join us!

DONTBE LEFT OUT
We are currently updating our data base. If
you haven’t already done so, please take time
to fill out a Household Information Form
(there’s a handy one on the page 11). Our goal

is to have currentinformation on everyone, September 12—Homecoming Celebration
especialyemail addressesSo make sure we September 19 --Church School Begins
have yours so you don’t miss out on any cur- | October 3 —St. Francis’ Day observed

rent events around Resurrection!




