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Rector: -
The Reverend Dr. Anne Message from the Rector
Gavin Ritchie Mother M R |
Priest Associate: other Manners Returns!
The Reverend H. Vance
Johnson, Jr. From time to time, circumstances necessitate tierref Mother Manners
Seminarian Preacher: to inveigh against all breaches of liturgical etiquette
Chase Danford
Interim Church School | g sometimes during a sermon | imagine that the Ipeeas scowling at me.
Coprdlnator. La'la '_A‘“ What could I possibly be doing to cause such unwantediati@n
Director of Music: A.  Of course Mother has no idea what your particolgectionable behavior might

Deena Jaworski
Organist & Assistant Choir
Director: Sanelma Suttor

Parish Administrator:

Jane McCabe

Sexton: Melba Moran
Telephone: 703-998-0888
Fax: 703-820-2912
Online:

be unless witnessing it personally. She can speak amtylier own frustrating
experience. Whilst preaching, Mother herself has, froma to time, tried to convey
her displeasure by frowning, even pausing in her remarks.nkersbehaviors most
distressing include opening up a prayer book, hymnal or ofdsrvice and
commencing to peruse it deeply. It may be that thenlstis able to follow the
sermon, but appearances suggest otherwise. Mother theietizr&érself distracted
from her own words of theological insight.

Another distressing behavior is using sermoa &sa chance to strike up a

- conversation with your pew-mate. In that case it is exdhgnmlikely that anything
vww.wg(;ﬁgeﬁgeusg:rectlon.org explressed in the sermon, no matter how brilliant, canipgpgget through. What a
o _ A pity!

M-F: 9:30 am - 4:30 pm Q. One of my favorite parts of the service is enjognigt meditation time before
the Liturgy begins. | also appreciate listening to thewngeludes and postludes. |
keep getting interrupted by all kinds of noise, especiallplgegreeting one another
loudly in the hallway. | don’'t want to interfere witheir social time, but | cherish my
meditation time. What can | do?

A.  Mother regrets to tell you that there is prasibttle you can do as an

Thoughts & Prayers individual. She believes this is an issue only the commasity whole can address.

Letter From Chase There is a lovely statement on the inside cover of our afdgervice:

Books for Sharing Be thankful, be silent, be reverent, for this is the léaafsGod. Before the service,

Come & Get It Clean Day speak to the Lord. During the service, let the Lord spesgku. After the service,

Shrine Mont 3 speak to one another.

Forum Schedule While Mother appreciates parishioners’ affection for ondlampquiet time

Calendar before the service is important. Itis a chanceke tadeep breath and focus on this

Birthdays 5 opportunity to pe clos_e to God. Every parishioner shbalwbr this quiet time, for

Budget Summary the sake of nelghbor if not for self. ' .

Sunday Services Even so, in recognition that many wish to greet one anmhaefrgely robgst

Episcopal Diocese of way, Mother suggests the ushers keep the double doors closedhetirelude is
being played. Likewise, those wishing to talk immediatélgrdahe service should

Jaz; 3r;Jr$lalem proceed quietly out of the church, allowing those remaitorfgear Sanelma’s lovely
Server Schedules 6 offering unimpeded. Thus the needs of listeners and tadkkescan be met.
Sermons 7-10 Amen!

Shrine Mont Form 1
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Please keep in your prayers:
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Names on the Prayer List ar
shown for one month, unless )()c
let us know they should

retained for longer.

Pray for those currently
serving in the armed services
around the world:

Gavin Amy
Cody Bergen
Jason Hull
Robert Hull
Mark Latham
Darius Malveaux
Thomas Moore
Meera & Michael Noe
Charles O'Brien
Eric Wiese

We extend our sympathy tq
the family and friends of those
who have died:

Barbara Weber
Debbie Tincher
Evelio Garcia

Rest eternal grant to them, O
Lord; And let light perpetual
shine upon them.

We joyously give thanks for
the birth of :
Estay Juneau Stevens

tUC\U

ALETTER FROM CHASE DANFORD

Dear Church of the Resurrection,

It has been a privilege to serve as your seminarias-
tant for the past academic year. | have grown to low
community of faith, so it is with mixed emotions that |
tell you about how my role will change next year. | will
no longer be with you every week as seminarian ass :
tant. Instead, | will be coming once a month as sami |
lan preacher. This change is because | will be doing ield
education at St. Stephen's and St. Agnes School nexjj year
as | explore a possible vocation to teaching and schl
chaplaincy. | am excited about this new opportunity, put
sad that | will not be with you every week. | am very
much looking forward to joining you once a month, b¢
ginning in September, and | am pleased to report tha I
will continue to meet once a month with my seminarin
lay training committee (who have been immensely hqlp-
ful in providing feedback and helping me get to know|the
parish). | am also pleased to say that Anne and | will
also continue to meet for mentoring on an unofficial la
sis.

Thank you so much for your support through this yeay. |
look forward to being with you next year, though in a
slightly different capacity.

Peace,
Chase

BOOKS ARE FOR SHARING

We are still collecting books, and have had special re-
guests for puzzle books, inspirational books, and edu-
cational/documentary DVDs. All family friendly

books are MORE than welcome; and the clients we
serve are very happy! Forward any questions to
lailaali77 @yahoo.comor booksareforshar-
iIng@gmail.com




2nd Annual Great Come & CLEAN IT UP Day- May 8, 2010

Cleaned & Polished every pew

Changed every filter on 20 AC units - on both

floors

Changed the batteries in all 22 smoke detectors

- on both floors

Served breakfast, snacks, lunch & beverages to

the entire crew

Cleaned the kitchen from top to bottom

Refocused the light on the cross

Refocused the up “wash” lights beyond the
altar

Assembled another 16 fence sections, driving

over 500 screws by hand and then drill

Connected 192 feet of fencing - 32 sections to 20

posts

Bagged & carried down at least 40 bags of
HEAVY trash

It was an amazing day -from 9:30 to 6 PM more than 40 people - IMieva Vida, 1/ 2 Resurrection...

Pulled approx. 326 feet of weeds

Installed emergency lighting in the Parish Hall
Hand dug 32 fence post holes

Checked all of the exit lights

Painted 4 parking lot lights.

Removed 100 feet of old damaged fence.
Carted down 135 board feet of old fence to the
trash.

Painted warning stripes on the steps from the
upper parking lot

Mowed the lawn

Tried to shim/level the office desk

Trimmed the front hedges

Painted almost 200 feet of railing

Repaired the ext. steeple lights

Poured 2,400 Ibs of concrete.

APRIL/MAY FORUM SCHEDULE

May 16: Conclusion of Liturgy 101-Burigl
and Resurrection

Sermon Discussion

New video discussion series-
"Uppity Women of the Bible”

(Shrine Mont weekend) Coffee|&
Conversation

June 13: Conversation with the Vestry

June 20: “Uppity Women of the Bible”

part 2
June 27: Sermon Discussion

May 23:
May 30:

June 6:

Individuals who could not attend the Com-
munity Forum on Are Your Affairs in Or-
der? can request a copy of the handouts by
emailing Kat Turner atsturner@aamc.org
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If we have not listed your birthday,| "#$# )
please contact the parish office, Kate DonnellRegister
and we will add it to our records. | 010 Budget $274,512 |  Frances WilliamsorTreasurer
5/01  Mary Johnson Budget: (Jan.-Apr.) $91,504 ) “##2
5/03  Chloe Roberts Actual: (Jan.-Apr.) $93,165 -
5/04  Letitia John-Williams OverUnder Budget:  (1.661) Kat Turner,Senior Warden
5/05 Valorie Lee == 3 . ' Mlchellée M_cBU:/je,stomate
5/05 Bob Naismith enior vvaraen
506 Donita Allen Colloctions (an-Apr)$93.165 | LoIT Kesteraunior Warden
5/08 Kelly DeMeester Difference. : ' 5 ’214) Larry Huskin,Associate Junior
5/09 Samuel Merife ' ' Warden
5/10  Jason Thurgood “Thank you” to each of you for Laila Al
5/11  Florence Zalwango your generosity and continual Bob Barnett
5/13 Mary Roberts support in helping to meet our Jacki Bracewell
5/14 Beelan Yonas budget for 2010. Betsy Faga
5/16 Harold Blackford Kenngth é’a
5/17 Kathleen O’Malley y
5/19 Bob Noe April 18 97 Kathy Graham
5/26 Clyde lazzetta April 25 95 Marian Stevens
5/28 Patricia Bleicher May 2 106 Bea Taylor
5/29 Gail Collins May 9 98
5/29 Elizabeth Broderick
5/31 Barbara Bishop
6/01 Logan Grady
6/02 Franck Boynton
6/07 Frances Williamson
6/08 Susan Reinhold
6/10 Edna Noe
6/10 Claire Adams
4
May 16, 2010 May 23, 2010 May 30, 2010 June 6, 2010 June 13, 2010
7 Easter Day of Pentecost | Trinity Sunday 2 Pentecost 3 Pentecost
8:00 am Holy 8:00 am Holy 8:00 am Holy 8:00 am Holy 8:00 am Holy
Eucharist, Rite 1 | Eucharist, Rite 1 | Eucharist, Rite 1 | Eucharist, Rite 1 | Eucharist, Rite 1
10:00 am Holy 10:00 am Holy 10:00 am Holy 10:00 am Holy 10:00 am Holy
Eucharist, Rite 2 Eucharist, Rite 2 Eucharist, Rite 2 Eucharist, Rite 2 Eucharist, Rite 2
Readings: Readings: Readings: Readings: Readings:
Acts 16:16-34 Genesis 11:1-9 Proverbs 8:1-4,22-23|  1Kings 17:17-24 2 Samuel 11:26-
Psalm 97 Psalm 104:25-35, 37 Psalm 8 Psalm 30 12:10,13-15
Revelation 22:12-14, Acts 2:1-21 Romans 5:1-5 Galatians 1:11-24 Psalm 32
16-17,20-21 John 14:8-27 John 16:12-15 Luke 7:11-17 Galatians 2:15-21
John 17:20-26 Anne Ritchie Anne Ritchie The Rev. Dr. Samue Luke 7:36-8:3
Anne Ritchie preaching preaching Reddimalla Anne Ritchie
preaching preaching preaching




THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF JERUSALEM

Many of you will remember The Rev. Bob Becker who
served briefly in our parish a few years ago. We |dved at-
tended his priestly ordination and then sadly said fdtewen he
was called to another position. It was Bob’s entdmmsifor the
College of St. George’s course, “The Palestine afsléshat led
our Rector to go there in May of 2008, along with Ruth Sugeno,
Barbara Bishop and Barbara'’s friend Peter Elenois.

Now Bob enthusiasm has led him to return to Jerusalem t

take the same course all over again! This time hedkas twith
him various family members and the Rector of his paridheir
two week course began on May 5th. Please keep thenuin yo

prayers.

| look forward to hearing about his pilgrimage this tiraed
hope he will share with us all. He’ll be there ainge when there
looks like a small window of hope for further talk betwésnael
and the Palestinians. Please pray for this. “PrathB®peace of
Jerusalem,” and all who work for peace in the MiddstE Keep
the Episcopal Diocese and its peace work in your prayer.

American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem
25 0ld King's Highway North, Suite 13

Darien, CT 06820
www.AFEDJ.org

Barbara Bishop, Missioner for the AFEDJ
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Come on out and Groove at t
next Jazz Jam - Sunday, May &
23, beginning at 6 pm $10.
This is a light-hearted, fun,
relaxed evening of great musi
by the Rick Whitehead Trio,
augmented by "Jammers."
Both Deena and Sanelma havg
"Jammed" with the trio. Loads?
of fun!! Reception follows. Weg
need your support and
applause!!
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May 16, 2010
7 Easter

Readers
Mary Johnson (8)
Gail Collins
Youth Reader
Kate Donnell
Chalice Bearers
Larry Dye
Barbara Eversman
Acolytes
Logan Grady
Nichole McBride
George Bangura
~Ushers
Lissa Reeves
Kat Turner
Terry Kester
Jane Kester
éltar Ggild
e reen
Ricggr)a Green
Building Supervisor
David Ewing
Tellers
Richard Green
Susan Weber
Betsy Raymond

The Day of Pentecos

May 23, 2010

Readers
Tom Bracewell (8)
Kathleen O’'Malley
Kat Turner
Barbara Bishop
Chalice Bearers
Kat Turner
Terry Kester
Acolytes
Noble Maduakor
Anna-Blessing Merife
Rachael Merife
Ushers
Milford John-Williams
Letitia John-Williams
Bob Naismith
Tom Etter
Altar Guild
Mary Johnson
Jacki Bracewell
Building Supervisor
Jay Madden
Tellers
Dennis & Susie Joneq
Ruthmarie Finley

[

May 30, 2010
Trinity Sunday

Readers
Beth Wiggers (8)
Lea Fowlie
Kat Turner
Lou Zarfas
Chalice Bearers
Bea Taylor
Beth Wiggers
Healing Ministers
Judy Isaacs
Marian Stevens
Terry Kester
Acolytes
Logan Grady
Nichole McBride
George Bangura
shers
Bob & Edna Noe
Frances Williamson
Kat Turner
Altar Guild
Lori Thurgood
Bea Taylor
Marian Stevens
Building Supervisor
Will & Cheryl McBeth
Tellers
Barbara Langford
Bob Barnett
Sandra Jackson

June 6, 2010 June 13, 2010
2 Pentecost 3 Pentecost
Readers
Re&ders Mary Johnson (8?
Nora Gafton Viranga Panangala

Youth Reader Gail Collins

Gladys Moniba Larry Dye
Karl Boughan Kat Turner
Susan Weber Larry Dye

Noble Maduakor Logan Grady

Anna-Blessing Merife] Nichole McBride

Rachael Merife George Bangura

Ushers _ Ushers

Judy Schramm Lissa Reeves

Maureen Bryant Terry Kester
Altar Guil Jane Kester

Building Supervisor

Lori Thurgood Bob Barnett

Lissa Reeves

Marian Stevens Tellers
Mary Johnson Bob Noe
Jan Kester

Building Supervisor
Kevin Broderick
Tellers
Elizabeth White
Carl Hull
Gay Colyer

Susan Weber
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BEYON FAILURE

A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. Anne Gavi
Ritchie on April 18, 2010,the Third Sunday of Easter,
based on Acts 9:1-20 and St. John 21:1-19.

Peter was a failure. #rrible failure. He
claimed to love Jesus, that he would defend him to tH
death. At the last supper Peter said, “I will lay down
life for you.” Jesus knew better and repliedill you
lay down your life for me? Very truly, | tell you, befor
the cock crows, you will have denied me three times,
And that is exactly what Peter did.

Why? Because, when it came down to the m
ment of decision, Peter couldn’t put his life at riske H
knew the anger of the Jewish officials was at a fever
pitch; he knew the Romans were cruel beyond belief
Even though he had spent so long in the company of
beloved rabbi; even though del love Jesus and his
message with all his heart, Peter simply was not pref
to put his life in danger. So he denied the spiritual lo
of his life. Andhatedhimself for it.

But Jesuddidn’t hate him. Jesus not only did not
hate Peter, he wanted to establish Peter as a leduer
new community, the followers of the Way. Hence thi
beautiful scene on the beach.

In John’s Gospel, Jesus has already appeared
two times to the disciples, both times in Jerusalerow N
the scene shifts to Galilee, where it all began. Wherg
Jesus called Peter and Andrew and James and John
from their fishing business. They left everything to fg
low him, including, for Peter, a wife and children. (W
know this because of a reference to the healing of P4
mother-in-law.)

Luke has the dispirited disciples waiting in Je
salem until the Day of Pentecost, but not John. John
them going home, back to the only lives they knew b
fore Jesus. Even though Jesus has appeared to the
they are still unsure what to do. They have no sense
direction or purpose; all they can imagine is going b
to the fishing, back to the boats.

There they are. | can’t imagine anyone feelin
more despair than Peter. They have all lost their leafler
Jesus is no longer with them on a daily, continual basis.
They don’t know what to do and even more importangly,
they don’t know who thewre.

Then there He is. On the beach. As they ap
proach the shore, Jesus asks them if they've caught pny
fish, knowing full well they have not. Jesus tells them to
go back out and shift the net from one side of the boat to
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the other. Now they cannot even haul the fish in, thefe
are so many. John ends his Gospel with a storluoif
dance, just as he opened it with the story of Jesus’ turn
ing water into an amazing quantity of wine.

For me, the heart of the story comes next: th
spiritual rehabilitation of Peter. Jesus asks him threg
times, “Do you love me?” knowing that Peter does. H
Peter needs teayit. Peter needs to reverse his threeg
denial that he even knew Jesus.

Here Jesus gives Peter a new beginning. Pet
takes this opportunity to reverse his denial, to claim J
sus now and forever. Then Jesus prepares him for t
suffering to come. Peter will die a martyr’'s deathjok
tradition tells us was crucifixion, but head-down, becd
Peter did not feel worthy to die exactly in the same p
ture as his beloved Lord.

But between now and then, Peter will accom-
plish amazing things. After Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit infuses his heart and soul and mind, Peter will
ppreach and heal in the Jerusalem temple; Peter will
pear before the high-priestly family and boldly procla
despite the dangers:

“... this man is standing before you in good
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who
you crucified, whom God raised from the deadlow
Peter can do what he could not before. Peter Wi ta
risks. Peter will go on to lay down his life for hier(d,
for the sake of truth, for the sake of God's love.

Peter’s journey from failed friend to bold witne
ig instructive. In almost 32 years of my ordained min
try, I've been surprised and troubled at people’s willir]
ness to hold on to their sense of guilt and unworthing
sWhy is it that we focus on our deficiencies so much 1
than we recognize our contributions to others? Why
we feel sdbadabout ourselves?

Some scientists think they have found an ang
It's called the “Zeigarnik Effect.” It has been refsal
that in brain activity, when a project or thought is con
pleted, the brain places it in a separate, sub-conscioyis
place of memory. There the bits and pieces of the mem-
ory begin to dissipate, giving more space to projecis stil
underway.

But failed efforts have no closure. The brain
continues to spin the negative memory, working to cq
up with some way to fix the mess and move it from a
tive to inactive status.

If this is true, it means that we need to take d
liberate action to deal with painful memories, behavig
we regret. We need to actively pursue the healing of
memories. This is what Jesus was offering Peter wh
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he asked him, “Do you love me?” Peter was willing t
accept forgiveness and claim his role in the early Ch
Only by accepting forgiveness could Peter respond t
Jesus’ invitation: “Follow me.”

If wewant to follow Jesus, we need to give ug
spiritually crippling thoughts that we are bad, we are
worthy, we don’t know enough, and other such negat
attitudes about ourselves. We need to let them go!
does not condemn us for our deficiencies. God loves
just as we are, and invites us, like Peter, to grow in
wholeness and in grace. And then to serve the hurtin
people all around us.

Our liturgy provides a way to remember God’'s

forgiveness every week. It's called the Confession o
Sin. We acknowledge things we have done and thin
we have failed to do. We own up to our lack of conc
for ourselves and our neighbor. Then we ask for Go
mercy and forgiveness, so that we begin a new life, \
a clean slate, “delighting” in God’s will for us.

Confession is followed by Absolution. The
priest pronounces a forgiveness that is always there.
sins are wiped away and we are strengthened and e
powered by the Holy Spirit to begin a new life. We a
restored to full relationship with God and our neighbd
Just like Peter.

| am grateful that Peter, who became a centra
figure in the early Church, is portrayed as such a fiav
such a human character. This is great encouragente
us, whenever we grow dissatisfied or frustrated with
own spiritual progress. Peter wasn't perfect, and we
don’t have to be, either.

Peter denied Jesus, Peter failed the best he K
Yet Jesus restored him in love and gave him a missi
“Follow me.” If Jesus loved Peter so much, with all
Peter’s flaws, how cawe deny God's love fous?
How can we refuseur mission in the world?

FINDING SECURITY

A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. Anne Gay|
Ritchie on April 25, 2010,the Fourth Sunday of Easteg
based on the Collect of the Day and St. John 10:22-3

There is no more vulnerable animal than sheg
First of all, they don’t seem to be very bright. Theyéeh
no capacity for individual judgment, for sensing harm
and taking defensive action. They are deflass¢argets
for predators like wolves. Without the watchful care
the shepherd they cannot find their way to pastures ¢
sources of drinking water. Without the care of their
shepherd, they have no chance of survival.

In first-century Palestine as now, shepherds
guide their sheep past rocky, barren places to green

fields. At night, shepherds of many flocks shield theif
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sheep by moving them into sheepfolds, secure place
.surrounded by protective barriers. In the morning, th
sheep recognize the voice of their particular shepher
and the merged group break back out into separate
flocks.

If a sheep or lamb is threatened by a wolf, thq
shepherd uses his crook as a weapon, to scare the i
away. If a sheep or lamb wanders off, he uses the cI
to snag it and bring it back to safety.

It's no wonder that in Jesus’ agricultural socig
he chose the metaphor of “shepherd” as a way to de
scribe his role in the life of his followers. “I am the gqg
Shepherd,” he says. “My sheep hear my voice, | kng
them, and they follow me.” Jesus knew that this part
lar metaphor would effectively convey to his disciples
his absolute commitment to care for them.

Jesus was borrowing an ancient metaphor fo
God: “The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want. He
makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me |
side still waters. He revives my soul...” Jesus drew
upon an old Hebrew tradition for understanding the rg
tionship between God and God's people. This was t
best way he knew to promise the security his people
were longing for. The same security for which we sti
long.

And yet... there are positive and there are nq

tive ways of seeking security. And we need to underf
nt fpstand what weneanwhen we talk about security. The

most common understanding of security is that which
will keep me and the people | care abphysicallysafe.

Think “Homeland Security.” This view acknowledgeg
that | and my community have enemies who wish us
harm. These enemies threaten to take from us mate

CuU-

rial

goods, jobs, and our sense of future possibility. This
kind of threat requires fighting back in an equally
sive way.

r

| once had a friend who | knew attended an Epis-
copal Church. | assume that because he was a regujar

church-attender, he would at some point be present

service of Holy Baptism. As you know, during the Bg
tism service, the whole congregation is invited to ren
each member’s baptismal vows. One of the vows is

“Will you strive for justice and peace among all peopl
and respect the dignity of every human being.” | ass
— | don’'tknow— but | assume he answered in the af-

firmative.

Yet, at the height of the Iraq war, he told me |
thought the United States should simply “glass over”
country. It sounded as if he was referring to nuclear
weapons, but | never asked. Bulid ask, “But what
about non-combatants, women and children?” He rg
plied, “That’s right, them too. You've got to get them
their nests.”

At this point, we are on civil terms. But we ar
no longer friends. | don’t think we ever were. His g
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tude demonstrates the prevailing understanding of s¢
rity: “ I must destroy my neighbor to assure my physi
safety. It's me or them, and I'm going to make sure t
I’'m the one who comes out all right.”

| see something of this knee-jerk, fear-inspire
point-of-view in Arizona’s decision to pursue aggres-
sively all illegal immigrants. Now, | am all for thale
of law. It's what keeps this country on a steadywal
as flexible, course. But this is something different.

Yesterday’'sVashington Posllescribed the leg-
islation this way: “Under Arizona’s new law, to take
effect in 90 days, being in the country illegally will &6
state crime punishable by up to six months in jail, an
legal immigrants will be required to carry paperwork
proving their status. Arizona police will generally be
required(italics mine) to question anyone they
‘reasonably suspect’ of being undocumented.”

| could not help but notice, watching a CNN r4
port, that fair-haired Governor Jan Brewer, who sign4

the bill into law, is unlikely ever to be stopped and ques-

tioned by Arizona police.

The obvious question to be asked and answe
guestion is, “by what criteria are Arizona police going
stop and question people?” They won't be wearing “
am undocumented” signs. You know what they sign
will be. Their brown color and their language.

On the plus side, | am proud of the immediatg
strong reaction and statement of the Episcopal Bishg
Arizona, the Right Reverend Kirk Smith. This is only
excerpt from whahe has to say, and it is important:

“This is a sad day in the struggle to see all Gg

people treated in a humane and compassionate manner.

had hoped that our Governor and law-makers would
ten to their consciences and not be swayed by the v
of bigotry and racism. With the Governor’s signing o
SB1070, it seems that for now the advocates of fear
hatred have won over those of charity and love. Ariz
claims to be a Golden Rule state. We have not lived
to that claim.”

So what exactlys security? | do not believe
ultimate security involves physical safety. Nor would
any soldier whose buddy threw him or herself ona b
to save others. Nor would anyone, struggling with ca
cer, necessarily say “Life is not worth living.” Nehen
he or she has so much to say and show to others, st
gling with the same horrible disease.

Living forever on this planet 8ot what life is
all about. What life is all about is far more subtlej an
far more deep. Here’s what one of my greatest spirit
heroes, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, has to
about this struggle:

“We must blot out the hate and the injustice g
the old age with the love and justice of the new. This
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why | believe so firmly in nonviolence. Violence nevg

solves problems. It only creates new and more com;l)li-

br

cated ones. If we succumb to the temptation of usingl;

violence in our struggle for justice, unborn generation
will be the recipients of a long and desolate night of
terness, and our chief legacy to the future will berah
less reign of meaningless chaos,”

What is Jesus’ solution? What is Dr. King's?
Love. Dr. King writes: “we must remember as we b
cott that a boycott is not an end in itself... the en@4s
demption; the end is the creation of the beloved com
nity. It is this type of spirit and this type of loJsat can
transform opposers into friends.”

I’m not sure how these words translate into th
reality of enemies like Al Qaeda and the Taliban. |
don't think that they much care for justice, mercy and
love. lknowthey don’t. Buwe do.

What is ultimate security? Not physical safety.
Not even emotional protection. Neither of those exis} i

this life.

The trick is to live as if we already belong to t
eternal — which, as a matter of fact, dee and all the
rules change. We don't have to “give as good as we
get.” We can withstand physical and emotional lossq
knowing that nothing and no one on the face of this g
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can separate us from the love of God in Jesus, our Shep-

herd. Whatever the hurt, our Shepherd will seek us,

us by name, and carry us to spiritual safety. This

# $ &

All we have to remember Isove To receive thg
love of our Shepherd and thenbhecomehe Shepherd

we love.

l BEYOND CONDEMNING

A sermon preached by the Reverend Dr. Anne Gavirj
Ritchie on May 2, 2010,he Fifth Sunday of Easter, bg
on Luke’s Acts of the Apostles, chapter 11, verses 11

Somepeople — and | bet most of bhere— are
really concerned about how we stand with God. Are
in or are we out with God? Are we doing the right thir
or are we just floating along, hoping to mix in with thq
crowd?

In Jesus’ day, there was a fixed and immutab
system for determining personal righteousness: the €
commandments of the law, ttmrah. But these com-
mandments were so specific, so demanding, that no
but members of the professional religious classes co
possibly observe them. In other words, if you were &
working-class, peasant Jew, you could not possibly f
fill the demands of the Jewish law. You were too bug
trying to survive. Where did that leave you in the sig
of God?

Jesus came to break up that kind of narrow,
judgmental mindset. Jesus knew his heavenly Fathg
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lovedall people, including those who worked on the |




or on the water, who had no time to fulfill the rather
fussy requirement of official religion.

This is the restrictive atmosphere Peter grew
in, even as a fisherman. You were either in or you w4

out. No doubts. No ambiguity. Just clear rules -- dig

tary rules being foremost among them -- rules to abi
by, absolutely. And if you didn’t, you were cast out 0
first-tier, privileged religious society.

No wonder Peter had such trouble partaking
foods absolutelyorbiddenby his tradition. How horri-
ble for him to see, in his dream, forbidden food, lowe
on a sheet. He must have felt nauseous to see shrin
lobsters and pork offered for him, in the words of the
Lord, to “kill and eat.”

Of course the issue here for us, as for Peter,
what is religiously right and what is wrong? Do strict
dietary or other “laws” connect us to the presence of
God? Or does God give us grace to expand, to deef
and refine our sense of right and wrong, as the Holy
Spirit guides us?

In Luke’s story, Peter is at firBbrrified that the
dietary laws under which he has lived his whole life,
no longer relevant: “Rise, Peter, kill and eat.” Pieter
so horrified that he contends with the Lord: “By no

means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has evef
entered my mouth.’ But the Lord says to Peter, “What

God has made clean, you must not make unclean.”
story is repeated twice, emphasizing Luke’s point.
God's grace, God'’s love, is fatl the world, for every-
one. No oneis excluded from God'’s love.

If Peter hasn't quite gotten the message, thre
Gentiles from Caesarea arrive. Before Peter hahédi
speaking with them, the Holy Spirit descends upon th

Godhas accepted these Gentiles before their Jewishf
Christian brothers were able to accept them. Peter inte
pme

prets the event, saying, “If then God gave them the s
gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jeg
Christ, who was | that | could hinder God?”

That’'s a very good question. Who arethat
we can hinder God? Who dee exclude from the love
of God?

| exclude people | don't believe are very intell
gent; people who talk first and think later. (Of courgg
that score, | have to count myself among them.)

| exclude people who are quick to condemn g
ers to hell; people sure of their own righteousness. (|
course, | myself am intolerant of the intolerant.)

| exclude people who put up artificial and hurtful

barriers; people who say that blacks cannot marry
whites; or that gay people must lead celibate livema ¢
love be circumscribed and constricted? As Luke say
“What God has made clean, you must not make un-
clean.” What God makes holy, we must not dismisis.
who love and proclaim our Lord Jesus are our brothg
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and sistersAll who live worthy and caring lives are to
honored and upheld.

Writing in The Christian CenturySarah Wilson
a Professor at the Institute for Ecumenical Resdarch
France, has some interesting comments about how f
issues are again providing an occasion for self-
righteousness judgmentalism. She writes:

“A long-lost ethical flashpoint is finding new |

tarian and raw foodist. Add a radical political dimen
sion to get a veg-anarchist. Meanwhile the pedigree
foodstuffs is assured by labels of fair trade and omar
or the slippery ‘natural,” although the righteousness @
any of these can be disputed if the food is not also,lo
reducing food miles and carbon footprints.”

By quoting Dr. Wilson I'm not suggesting that
what we choose to consume and how we consume it
important. It is past time we understand the impact g
our choice of food on our health, the well-being of thg
who produce it, as well as the global environment. T,
catastrophic oil leak in the Gulf is a horrible remindéer
our reliance on fossil fuel to provide all us whatever fi
we want, regardless of the season.

Where we veer off-track is condemning other
for their choices. | have no business considering my

I did when | oncavasa vegetarianAll of us, whatever
our dietary choices, have the responsibility to learn th
impact of our patterns of consumption on the local ar
global community.All of us need to make corrections
that will improve our personal health and the health g
the larger community. But no one needs condemnin
Condemning others won't make anyone or anything
ter off.
b As Professor Wilson writes, “Whenever some
one’s habits endanger (the community) — whether by
gorging while others starve, or by passing judgment
the cleanliness of their dinner, or by refusing their ho
tality — the community itself is threatened.” And |
would add: thevorld itselfis threatened.

What is needed here, as in most areas of livirj
is balance Balancing what we consume with the nee
of those who produce it and the effects on the global
vironment. This is a responsibility afl of us, regard-
less of personal dietary preferences. This is a respo
bility that binds all of us together, so that we preservg
only our environment, but our spiritual integrity as ch
dren of the same God.

Let’'s remember the words of Peter we read o
Easter morning: “I truly understand that God shows

does what is right is acceptable to him.” Whowaed¢o
hinder God?

ife
in the realm of food. The terms proliferate: vegetarijn
and vegan are joined by pescatarian, pollotarian,-flexi

morally superior to ultra-strict vegetarians anymoretha
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partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and




Shrine Mont 2010 Registration Form

Friday evening, June 4 - Sunday noon, June 6

NO PETS!

Attendee Information (Please list all who will be attag with you.)

Last Name First Name Relationship Grade Age

Male/Femal

| am a Shrine Mont newcomer!

Street Address
City, State, Zip
Daytime Telephone
Evening Telephone

Special Needs?
Check all that apply

I/We need a ride to/from
Shrine Mont

Stairs or walking a distance
is a problem for me.

Housing needs:

Other special needs:

E-Mail

Category Fees Number Payments

Attending

Adults (ages 13-up) $140.00 $
Children (8-12) 90.00

Children (4-7) 40.00

Children (0-3) FREE!

Crib Rental 6.00

Subtotal

Scholarship (with Rector’s prior approval) NC
Total Amount Enclosed $

Make Checks payable to Church of the Resurrection, andut “Shrine Mont
Payment” on the memo line.

Reservations and payments must be received no later thamay 24. Checks
can be turned in at the church or mailed to:
Church of the Resurrection
ATTN: Shrine Mont Retreat
2280 North Beauregard Street
Alexandria, VA 22311

Volunteer Opportunities

| can give someone a ride

I'd like to help out with the
children for about an
hour

I'd like to help set up for the
parade (decorations &
snhacks)!

I'd like to help clean up after
the Saturday night socia|
time!




Church of the Resurrection
2280 North Beauregard Street
Alexandria, VA 22311-2299

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NEWS FROM RESURRECTION CHILDREN’S CENTER

Spring can be a bittersweet season downstairs! We all love the weather
(usually!’). The flowers and trees fill our world with beauty and color. And we all love to
look forward to upcoming summertime adventures. But unfortunately, in the preschool,
spring is also the time we begin our “close down” process for the year and prepare to say
goodbye to those children and families who are moving away or heading on to the wonder-
ful world of kindergarten! When you work with young children and their families, it is easy to
get very close. And many of us downstairs form life long friendships with the families we
first meet in our classrooms. Which is yet another benefit of the work we do.

It has been a great year at RCC. And though the goodbyes will be hard, it is nice to
look back on the year with such pride. It was a privilege to provide a caring and quality pre-
school experience to 45 children and their families. And we were all enriched working with
and getting to know the 12 children with special needs or disabilities enrolled in our classes.

We continue to be so grateful to our Church of the Resurrection family. You take such
good care of us! Members of all families have trouble now and then sharing their space —
but we think the church and preschool do better than most.

We at the preschool wish everyone a happy summer. We'll be closed down by June
18 — but rest assured, we will be excited and ready to go once again in September.

Kim Messinger, Director, RCC 703.578.1314



